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AIDS  Activists  Take  to  the  Courts,  Streets 


‘High  Risk 9  Sex  Ban  Fought 


‘  Post  is  a  dirty  rag !  ’ 


By  Sib  Connor 

NEW  YORK  —  In  an  attempt 
to  stop  the  closure  of  gay  bars  and 
bathhouses,  activists  here  are 
challenging  the  Public  Health 
Council’s  (PHC)  newly  im¬ 
plemented  “safe  sex”  regulations. 
The  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Rights  (CLGR)  has  filed  suit 
against  the  state  of  New  York, 
charging  that  the  language  in  the 
PHC’s  regulations  is  anti-gay  and 
too  broad.  The  regulations  were 
instituted  October  25,  ostensibly 
as  a  means  of  curbing  the  spread  of 
AIDS,  and  have  already  forced  the 
closure  of  one  gay  club  here,  the 
Mineshaft  (See  GCN,  Vol.  13,  No. 
19). 

Filed  December  2  in  State 
Supreme  Court  of  Manhattan,  the 
CLGR  suit  questions  the  defini¬ 
tions  in  the  PHC’s  regulations  of 
“high  risk”  sex  and  of  “public 
establishment,”  and  names  as 
defendants  the  PHC,  Governor 
Mario  Cuomo,  State  Health  Com¬ 
missioner  Dr.  David  Axelrod,  and 
Attorney  General  Robert  Abrams. 

According  to  the  PHC  regula¬ 
tions,  “high  risk”  sex  is  defined  as 
fellatio  and  anal  intercourse.  The 
CLGR  is  charging  that  the  defini¬ 
tion  is  anti-gay,  since  no  mention 
is  made  of  vaginal  intercourse. 
Darrell  Yates  Rist,  a  member  of 


the  newly  formed  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Anti-Defamation  League 
(LGADL),  which  supports  the 
CLGR  suit,  says  the  regulation 
discriminates  against  gay  men: 
“[the  regulation]  names  [gay]  sex 
acts  to  the  exclusion  of  the  main 
heterosexual  sex  act  as  dangerous 
when  there  are  verifiable  cases  of 
heterosexual  transmission  of 
AIDS.” 

The  PHC  definition  of  “high 
risk”  sex  also  contradicts  guide¬ 
lines  generally  accepted  by  most 
AIDS  activists,  which  stress 
avoidance  of  receptive  anal  inter¬ 
course,  particularly  without  a  con¬ 
dom,  and  rimming.  Contrary  to 
the  PHC  regulations,  which  do  not 
even  mention  rimming,  most 
guidelines  include  any  acts  which 
involve  the  exchange  of  bodily 
fluids. 

According  to  Andy  Humm,  a 
member  of  the  CLGR,  opponents 
of  the  regulations  are  also  wary  of 
the  PHC’s  definition  of  an  “estab¬ 
lishment.”  The  regulation  defines 
the  term  as  “any  place  in  which  en¬ 
try,  membership,  goods,  or  ser¬ 
vices  are  purchased,”  a  definition 
which  CLGR  contends  is  so  broad 
it  could  be  used  against  hotels  and 
even  apartments. 

Although  State  Health  Commis¬ 


sioner  David  Axelrod  has  denied 
that  hotels  will  be  routinely  in¬ 
spected  for  “high  risk”  sex, 
Frances  Tarlton,  spokesperson  for 
Dr.  Axelrod,  told  GCN  in  a 
telephone  interview  that  “were  it 
to  come  to  our  attention  that  an 
establishment  [such  as  a  hotel]  was 
fostering,  promoting,  and  permit¬ 
ting  ‘high  risk’  sex,”  an  investiga¬ 
tion  would  ensue. 

Tom  Stoddard,  of  the  New  York 
Civil  Liberties  Union  (NYCLU), 
added,  “There  has  never  been  any 
demonstration  that  the  regulation 
will  reduce  AIDS....  The  state 
assumed  it  would  without  carrying 
out  any  elementary  scientific  or 
sociological  inquiry.”  According 
to  Stoddard,  the  NYCLU  believes 
that  the  regulation  is  unconstitu¬ 
tional,  as  it  infringes  on  the  in¬ 
dividual’s  right  to  private  sex  acts. 

New  York  activists  have  also 
spoken  out  against  the  regulations 
as  an  attempt  to  reintroduce  state 
sodomy  laws.  Humm  told  GCN 
that  the  regulations  are  “tanta¬ 
mount  to  New  York  sodomy  laws 
being  reinstated,”  and  added  that 
continued  enforcement  of  the 
guidelines  will  add  weight  to  the 
government’s  case  in  the  upcom¬ 
ing  trial  challenging  Georgia’s 
Continued  on  page  10 


L.A.  Community  Divided 
over  Terrigno  Indictment 


By  Sib  Connor 

NEW  YORK  —  In  another 
action  to  protest  anti-gay  AIDS 
phobia,  approximately  700  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  gathered  in 
front  of  the  New  York  Post’s 
offices  on  a  cold,  damp 
December  1  to  challenge  the 
paper’s  homophobic,  racist, 
and  sexist  editorials.  Sponsored 
by  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Anti- 
Defamation  League  (LGADL), 
the  protest  finale  included  the 
pitching  of  rags  at  the  Post  of¬ 
fices  on  South  Street,  with 
demonstrators  yelling,  “The 
Post  is  a  dirty  rag!” 

Acting  chairperson  of  the 
LGADL,  Greg  Kolovakos, 
called  the  event  “an  excellent 
show  of  solidarity”  and  a  sym¬ 
bolic  act  that  “empowered” 
many  of  the  protesters. 
Kolovakos  said  the  Post  had 
been  singled  out  for  its  “in¬ 
flammatory”  headlines,  col¬ 
umns,  and  editorials  which 
have  referred  to  gay  bars  as 
“sex  AIDS  dens”  and  to  gay 
men  as  “desperate  men. ..with¬ 
out  families. .  .without  real 
friends,”  but  noted  that  when 
it  comes  to  homophobia  the 
Post  is  on  a  continuum  with  the 
New  York  Times  and  other 
newspapers  around  the  coun¬ 
try.  Kolovakos  added  that  the 
Post’s  homophobia  follows  its 
own  tradition  of  disparaging 


By  Gordon  Gottlieb 

WEST  HOLLYWOOD,  CA  — 
Community  activists  here  remain 
divided  over  the  alleged  guilt  and 
the  media  treatment  of  former 
mayor  and  present  city  council 
member  Valerie  Terrigno,  who 
was  indicted  by  a  Los  Angeles 
federal  grand  jury  for  embezzling 
funds  from  a  social  services  agency 
for  which  she  previously  worked. 

Charges  of  political  harassment 
by  federal  authorities,  including 
the  FBI,  against  a  highly  visible, 
openly  lesbian,  progressive  official 
have  clashed  with  statements  of 
some  members  of  the  West 
Hollywood  lesbian/gay  communi¬ 
ty  that  the  indictment  “is  [not]  a 
gay  and  lesbian  issue  at  all.” 

The  charges  —  handed  down  in 
a  14-count  indictment  on  October 
23  —  stem  from  Terrigno ’s  tenure 
as  executive  director  of  Crossroads 
Counseling  Services,  a  job¬ 
counseling  social  service  agency 
that  served  the  local  gay/lesbian 
and  Latino/a  community.  Cross¬ 
roads  folded  in  December  1984, 
three  months  after  Terrigno 
stepped  down  from  the  job.  The 
grand  jury  claims  Terrigno 
“knowingly  embezzled  and  con¬ 
verted,  for  the  benefit  of  herself 
and  others,  federal  funds,  which 
were  intended  to  help  the  poor  and 
homeless  in  the  Los  Angeles 
area.” 

Specifically,  Terrigno  is  charged 
with  embezzling  $10,794  by  issuing 
unauthorized  payroll  and  expense 
checks  to  herself  and  friends  that 
ostensibly  were  to  provide 
legitimate  agency  services. 

At  her  November  18  arraign¬ 
ment  in  Los  Angeles,  Terrigno 
entered  a  plea  of  innocent  on  all 
counts  in  an  appearance  before 
U.S.  District  Court  Judge 
Laughlin  E.  Waters,  a  conserva¬ 


tive  federal  judge  appointed  by 
Gerald  Ford.  A  trial  is  scheduled 
for  January  7,  1986. 

Terrigno  did  not  speak  to  the 
press  at  the  arraignment. 
However,  her  attorney,  Howard 
Weitzman,  criticized  both  the 
wording  of  the  indictment  and  the 
negative  press  coverage,  which  in 
some  cases  has  anticipated  a  guilty 
verdict.  According  to  Weitzman, 
“The  inclusion  of  the  statement 
that  money  ‘was  taken  from  the 
mouths  of  the  poor’  is  absolutely 
false  and  untrue,  and  [sheds  light 
on]  this  prosecution,  that  it’s 
grossly  unfair.” 

Media  coverage  of  Terrigno’s 
indictment  has  been  extensive  in 
both  the  gay /lesbian  and  straight 


Usher  Bob  Craig  wrote,  “ Frontiers 
is  not  prepared  at  this  point  to  sup¬ 
port  a  community-wide  fundrais¬ 
ing  effort  for  the  defense  of  West 
Hollywood  councilmember  and 
former  mayor  Valerie  Terrigno.... 
For  months  we  were  told  by  Ms. 
Terrigno  and  her  associates  that 
this  was  a  rumor  —  just  a 
rumor....  Then  we  were  told  it  was 
a  vendetta.  Then  a  rightist  plot  — 
Reaganites,  you  know.  Then  a  lef¬ 
tist  plot  —  The  [pro-rent  control] 
Coalition  for  Economic  Survival 
people.  Now  we’re  being  told  it  is  a 
plot  against  women....  It’s  just 
Continued  on  page  10 


women  and  people  of  color. 

Among  the  speakers  present 
were  writer  Darrell  Yates  Rist, 
New  York  City  Council  member 
Ruth  Messinger,  and  David  Sum¬ 
mers,  a  person  with  AIDS  (PWA). 
Summers  had  been  the  only  PWA 
scheduled  to  testify  at  hearings 
November  15  before  the  Public 
Health  Committee  on  two  anti-gay 
resolutions.  He  was  arrested  for 
trying  to  enter  the  building  where 
the  committee  had  convened.  (See 
GCN,  Vol.  13,  No.  20.) 

Kolovakos  told  GCN  the 
LGADL  made  specific  demands 
that  the  Post  endorse  the  state 
gay /lesbian  rights  bill,  commence 
funding  for  AIDS  education, 
treatment,  and  research,  and  issue 
a  formal  apology  to  the  gay  and 
lesbian  community  for  its  bigoted 
statements. 

The  LGADL  has  also  begun  to 
organize  an  advertisers’  boycott  of 
the  Post.  “The  Post  is  economical¬ 
ly  vulnerable.  Two  or  three  com¬ 
panies  withdrawing  their  advertis¬ 
ing  money  could  seriously  hurt  the 
paper,”  said  Kolovakos.  Informa¬ 
tional  picket  lines  will  be  held  in 
front  of  companies  that  advertise 
with  the  Post  to  urge  them  to 
withdraw  their  advertisements. 
“It’s  an  unmitigated  bigot  rag,” 
Rist  told  GCN,  “and  we’re  not  go¬ 
ing  to  take  it  anymore.” 

—  filed  from  Boston 
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Protesters  rally  outside  Post,  Dec.  1 


After  she  presses  charges 

Rape-Surviving  Lesbian 
Faces  Repeated  Attacks 


Valerie  Terrigno 


press,  with  some  papers 
speculating  openly  about  Ter¬ 
rigno’s  culpability.  Nicole 
Ramirez  Murray,  a  columnist  for 
San  Diego’s  gay  weekly  Update, 
wrote  recently,  “My  personal 
prediction:  Guilty  on  all  14 
counts.”  And  in  an  editorial  ap¬ 
pearing  in  the  gay.  North 
Hollywood-based  Frontiers,  pub- 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  A  lesbian  who  was 
raped  in  June  of  this  year  has  been 
plagued  with  vicious  harassment 
since  she  chose  to  press  charges 
against  the  man  who  raped  her. 
The  woman,  who  wishes  to  remain 
unnamed,  told  GCN  she  was  raped 
in  a  bathroom  in  her  residence  by  a 
man  she  had  known  for  approx¬ 
imately  three  and  one  half  weeks. 

Two  weeks  after  the  rape,  she 
was  accosted  by  a  man  claiming  to 
be  a  friend  of  the  rapist.  The  man 
backed  her  against  a  wall  and  held 
a  knife  to  her  throat,  threatening 
to  kill  her  if  she  did  not  drop 
charges. 

In  September,  she  was  assaulted 
by  a  group  of  people,  one  of  whom 
she  recognized  as  the  man  who  had 
threatened  to  kill  her.  This  attack 


sent  her  to  a  hospital  emergency 
room. 

When  the  woman  pressed 
charges  against  the  man  who  beat 
her  up  and  threatened  her,  the 
man’s  girlfriend  approached  her 
after  work  and  threw  a  bottle  of 
ammonia  at  her. 

In  addition,  homophobic 
bureaucrats  and  lawyers  have  used 
their  positions  to  harass  the 
woman.  “My  supervisor  at  work 
told  me  that  I  had  to  choose  my 
job  or  the  trial,”  said  the  woman. 
“He  also  told  me  that  he  did  not 
believe  that  I  had  been  raped.” 
Furthermore,  she  said  her  super¬ 
visor  had  refused  to  allow  her  to 
transfer  from  the  night  shift  to  the 
day  shift,  despite  his  knowledge 
that  two  of  the  attacks  occurred 


in  the  vicinity  of  her  workplace, 
late  at  night.  The  supervisor  finally 
permitted  a  transfer  to  the  day 
shift  after  she  refused  to  go  to 
work  for  a  week. 

At  the  pre-trial  probable  cause 
hearing,  a  routine  procedure  to 
determine  whether  there  is  suffi¬ 
cient  evidence  to  warrant  a  trial, 
the  defense  lawyer  asked  the 
woman  if  she  was  a  lesbian.  When 
she  answered  affirmatively,  he  im¬ 
plied  that  lesbians  don’t  get  raped. 
The  lawyer  also  implied  that  since 
the  woman  had  not  yelled  for  help 
during  the  rape,  she  must  have 
“led  him  [the  rapist]  on.” 

As  a  result  of  the  questioning  in 
the  probable  cause  hearing,  the 
woman  fears  that  the  defense 
Continued  on  page  10 
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News  Notes - 

afl-cio  resolves  against  htlv-iii  testing 

ANAHEIM,  CA  —  The  AFL-CIO  approved  a 
resolution  October  31,  at  their  convention  here, 
stating  that,  “We  oppose  screening  workers  for  AIDS 
unless  and  until  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control 
recommends  such  action  either  for  all  employees  or 
for  specific  job  classifications." 

The  resolution  was  in  response  to  employers 
who  have  been  seeking  union  support  for  mandatory 
HTLV-III  testing  among  employees. 

Bill  dwell,  an  openly  gay  vice  president  of  the 
United  Food  and  Commercial  Workers  International 
Union,  told  the  Advocate  that  the  resolution  was  ap¬ 
proved  with  enthusiastic  support.  “There  were  1,600 
to  1,700  delegates  there  and  not  one  audible  ‘no,’” 
said  dwell. 

dwell  is  determined  to  insure  that  the  resolution 
will  be  made  available  to  all  the  AFL-CIO’s  local 
unions  which  he  said  represent  thirteen  million 
workers. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


sisterhood  of  steel 

NEW  YORK  —  Imagine  a  world  where  a  group  of 
women  has  established  a  woman-only  political  and 
military  power  on  an  island.  Add  to  this  world  a  les¬ 
bian  bar  called  the  Sisterhood,  frequented  by  the 
Sisterhood  of  Steel.  No,  this  is  not  a  new  dyke  novel, 
it’s  a  Marvel  Comics  series  called  “The  Sisterhood  of 
Steel." 

According  to  The  Works  of  Indianapolis,  this 
series  regularly  includes  lesbian  characters,  an 
overall  reaction  from  readers  has  been  favorable. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


two  feminisms:  one  for  those  with 
money,  one  for  those  without 

RIO  DE  JANEIRO  —  Women  attending  the  Third 
Feminist  Meeting  of  Latin  American  and  the  Carib¬ 
bean  at  a  summer  beach  resort  here  were  prompted 
by  unexpected  guests  to  confront  their  own  classism 
and  racism. 

According  to  the  Progressive,  more  than  eight 
hundred  women  from  Latin  America,  North  America, 
and  Europe,  approximately  seventy-five  percent  of 
whom  were  white  and  college-educated,  attended  the 
meeting.  Controversy  began  when  two  Black  women 
addressed  the  gathering.  “Companheiras,”  they  said, 
“we  are  from  a  slum  in  Rio  and  are  here  because  we 
were  given  a  scholarship  to  attend  this  meeting. 
There  is  a  bus  outside  the  grounds  with  twenty-three 
other  women  from  the  slums  of  Rio  who  did  not  get 
financial  aid  and  can’t  afford  the  60-dollar  registra¬ 
tion  fee,  but  would  like  to  participate.  If  everyone 
donates  one  dollar,  these  women  would  be  able  to 
enter.” 

The  meeting’s  organizing  commission  refused 
this  request,  saying  that  “these  women”  were  being 
used  by  a  political  party  and  were  engaging  in  “a 
macho  practice  greatly  utilized  in  this  country.” 

Some  conference  participants,  upset  by  the  deci¬ 
sion,  decided,  “If  the  Rio  women  couldn’t  come  to  us, 
we’d  go  to  them,”  and  left  the  meeting  to  join  the 
women  waiting  outside. 

“I  think  it  is  wonderful  that  women  from  different 
countries  have  a  chance  to  meet  and  learn  from  each 
other’s  experiences,”  said  one  of  the  women  who  was 
not  allowed  to  enter  the  official  meeting.  “I  don’t  even 
need  to  enter  the  resort  anymore  because  the  com¬ 
panheiras  that  I  hoped  to  meet  have  come  out  to  us. 
The  gates  no  longer  separate  us.” 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


mexican  pharmacists  criticize  u.s. 
drug  buyers 

TIAJUANA  —  U.S.  citizens  who  go  to  Mexico  to 
purchase  large  quantities  of  drugs  believed  by  some 
to  be  helpful  in  AIDS  treatment  have  been  criticized 
by  pharmacists  here,  according  to  The  Native.  The 
drugs,  isoprinosine,  ribavrin,  and  Pranosine  (imita¬ 
tion  isoprinosine),  are  scarce  due  to  the  recent  earth¬ 
quake  in  central  Mexico.  U.S.  visitors  have  bought  out 
supplies  of  these  drugs  in  some  pharmacies. 

“We  have  always  been  willing  to  share  what  we 
have,”  said  Jorge  Guiterrez,  who  works  at  a  phar¬ 
macy,"  but  we  resent  the  selfishness  of  these  North 
Americans  who  don’t  give  a  damn  about  our  people. 
They  only  think  of  themselves,  and  think  that  because 
they  have  lots  of  dollars  that  we  will  sell  them 
anything  they  want. 

“Most  of  them  are  from  San  Diego  and  L.A.  I  can 
tell  the  people  from  San  Francisco  and  other  parts  of 
the  state.  They  have  a  better  attitude.  Except  the  peo¬ 
ple  from  New  York.  They  are  bigger  jerks  than  those 
from  San  Diego  or  L.A.” 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


moving  forward  after  the  ordinance 
debate 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  On  Tuesday,  December  3, 
opponents  and  supporters  of  the  recently  defeated 
Dworkin/MacKinnon  anti-pornography  ordinance  and 
other  local  feminists  attended  a  community  forum  to 
discuss  issues  related  to  the  ordinance  debate. 
Feminist  Anti-Censorship  Taskforce  (FACT)  member 
Peggy  Barrett  explained  that  her  group  sponsored  the 
event  because  polarization  of  the  debate  had 
simplified  political  positions  and  left  the  most  critical 
questions  unaddressed.  The  forum  centered  around 
four  broad  topics:  pornography,  women’s  sexuality, 
violence  against  women,  and  censorship. 

Barrett  gave  a  brief  history  of  FACT,  a  group  of 
Cambridge  feminists  which  formed  in  September  to 
combat  the  ordinance,  and  to  educate  the  community 
about  what  it  saw  as  a  threat  to  women  and  to 
women’s  sexuality.  After  her  introduction,  Barrett  and 
Harvard  professor  Ruth  Hubbard  led  the  forty  par¬ 
ticipating  women  in  a  discussion. 

The  exchange  covered:  the  need  for  women  to 
discuss  all  sex  and  sexuality  in  a  political  context, 
not  simply  the  most  controversial  aspects;  the  con¬ 
nection  between  “theoretical”  discussions  of  sex¬ 
uality  and  women’s  experiences;  the  question  of 
whether  sexually  explicit  materials  can  and  should  be 
a  part  of  women’s  sexual  empowerment;  the  need  for 
our  community  to  constructively  criticize  current  les¬ 
bian  sex  magazines;  the  politics  of  lesbian  s/m;  the 
relationship  and  the  distinctions  between  violence 
and  sex;  direct  action  methods  to  combat  violence 
against  women;  and  definitions  of  pornography. 

The  majority  of  women  who  spoke  expressed  op¬ 
position  to  the  ordinance,  while  a  few  women  in  the 
room  had  participated  in  sponsoring  the  ordinance. 
Others  took  no  public  position. 

Regardless  of  their  stance  on  the  ordinance,  par¬ 
ticipants  did  not  evidence  the  polarization  and  an¬ 
tagonism  that  characterized  debate  before  the  or¬ 
dinance  vote.  Rather,  most  women  expressed  strong 
appreciation  for  the  forum  and  agreed  on  the  necessi¬ 
ty  for  feminists  to  continue  sponsoring  events  that 
address  both  violence  agaisnt  women  and  women’s 
sexual  empowerment.  FACT  members  stated  that 
they  are  planning  a  series  of  such  discussions. 

—  Laurie  Sherman 
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at  BLGPA  dinner. 


local  activists  receive  blgpa  awards 

BOSTON  —  Six  gay  and  lesbian  individuals  and 
organizations  were  honored  at  the  fourth  annual 
Community  Recognition  Awards  dinner  sponsored  by 
the  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance 
(BLGPA)  on  November  15. 

In  receiving  their  awards,  all  the  individual  reci¬ 
pients  said  any  recognition  must  be  shared  with  the 
organizations  and  networks  of  friends  who  provide 
sustaining  emotional  support.  Individual  recipients 
were:  Kenneth  Mayer,  M.D.,  an  AIDS  researcher  at 
Boston’s  Fenway  Community  Health  Center;  lawyer 
Holly  Ladd,  a  member  of  the  Boston  Fair  Housing 
Commission;  and  ordained  minister  Michael  Schloff, 
who  has  worked  extensively  with  Boston’s  homeless 
population.  Two  local  organizations  —  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Defense  Committee  and  the  Boston  chapter 
of  Black  and  White  Men  Together  —  also  received 
awards. 

Jean  McGuire,  a  Black  member  of  the  Boston 
School  Committee  who  vocally  opposed  the  state’s 
anti-gay  and  -lesbian  foster  care  policy,  received 
BLGPA’s  Friend  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community 
Award. 

According  to  out-going  BLGPA  chair  Rosemary 
Dunn  Dalton,  the  awards  dinner,  down  in  attendance 
from  last  year,  raised  over  $500  for  the  organization. 
Dalton  also  announced  that  elections  for  all  four 
BLGPA  officers  and  steering  committee  positions 
will  be  conducted  January  13  at  the  Jackson  Mann 
School  Theatre,  Union  Square,  Allston  at  7  p.m. 
Voting  is  open  to  residents  of  Boston  who  have  been 
dues-paying  BLGPA  members  for  at  least  two 
months. 

—  Gordon  Gottlieb 


fingers  do  the  walking 

MADISON,  Wl  —  Activists  have  put  a  stop  to  ef¬ 
forts  to  ban  use  of  the  words  “lesbian  and  gay”  in 
phone  books  in  this  city,  Milwaukee,  and  Lansing. 

OUT!  reports  that  the  threat  of  a  lawsuit  caused 
the  Yellow  Page  officials  in  Milwaukee  and  Madison 
to  reverse  their  decision  to  discriminate  against  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  groups. 

David  Smith,  owner  of  Four  Star  Fiction  and 
Video  in  Madison,  had  an  ad  rejected  by  the  Yellow 
Pages  because  it  mentioned  gay  and  lesbian  fiction. 
His  attorney,  Mark  Borns,  is  certain  that  the  Yellow 
Page  bureaucrats  would  not  have  retracted  their  deci¬ 
sion  if  it  were  not  for  Wisconsin  law,  which  prohibits 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual  preference. 
Unless  pressed,  “they’re  going  to  discriminate 
whenever  they  get  away  with  it.” 

In  Lansing,  it  took  a  state  attorney  general’s  rul¬ 
ing  to  convince  right-wing  groups  that  the  Bell  Tele¬ 
phone  Company  cannot  legally  refuse  to  list  lesbian 
or  gay  organizations  in  the  phone  directory,  reports 
Gay  Life.  The  current  directory  lists  organizations 
such  as  the  Lesbian/Gay  Hotline.  Senator  Alan 
Cropsey  (R-DeWitt),  representing  anti-gay  right-wing 
organizations,  questioned  the  legality  of  the  ruling, 
since  Michagan’s  sodomy  laws  make  “homosexuali¬ 
ty”  illegal. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


banned  in  Canada 

VANCOUVER,  BC  —  The  Joy  of  Gay  Sex  will  no 
longer  be  available  in  Canada  due  to  a  decision  by 
Canadian  Customs,  according  to  Angles.  The  Joy  of 
Gay  Sex  is  on  the  “Customs’  banned  book  list,”  and 
police  are  pressuring  the  distributor,  General 
Publishing  of  Toronto,  to  take  the  book  off  the  market 
in  Canada. 

The  Joy  of  Lesbian  Sex  and  The  Joy  of  [hetero¬ 
sexual]  Sex  are  not  on  the  Customs’  banned  list,  but 
the  current  status  of  The  Joy  of  Lesbian  Sex  is  not 
clear.  Orders  of  the  book  by  a  Vancouver  women’s 
book  store  mysteriously  have  not  arrived. 

Over  the  past  six  months,  Customs  has  been 
seizing  lesbian  and  gay  publications,  including  the 
Boston-based  lesbian  sex  magazine,  Bad  Attitude. 
Officials  hold  the  works  for  indefinite  periods  of  time, 
while  they  supposedly  determine  whether  or  not  they 
are  “obscene.” 

This  form  of  haphazard  censorship  has  been 
threatening  the  well-being  of  bookstores  such  as 
Glad  Day  in  Toronto  and  Little  Sister’s  bookstore  in 
Vancouver,  as  well  as  the  general  availability  of  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  works.  Approximately  80  percent  of  all 
gay  and  lesbian  publications  available  in  Canada  are 
published  in  the  United  States  and  must  pass  through 
Customs. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


aggie’s  last  at-bat 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  Former  professional 
baseball  player  Agnes  O’Neil  Rogers  died  last  month 
at  the  age  of  80,  according  to  the  Boston  Globe.  She 
had  been  on  several  pro  ball  teams  during  the  Depres¬ 
sion,  playing  first  base  while  touring  with  the  “Holly¬ 
wood  Girls,”  the  “Chicago  Girls,”  and  the  “New  York 
Girls.”  Nicknamed  “Aggie,”  Rogers  later  worked  at 
Fenway  Park,  Boston  Garden,  and  Sullivan  Stadium 
as  a  matron.  Her  friend  Florence  F.  Varas  com¬ 
mented,  “She  worked  everywhere  that  had  anything 
to  do  with  sports.  It  was  just  an  excuse  to  be  around 
the  athletes.”  Rogers’  husband  Richard  had  died  in 
1971. 

—  Hershey 


coming  out  to  your  gynecologist 

Have  you  come  out  to  your  gynecologist?  Accor¬ 
ding  to  a  survey  of  over  1,800  lesbians  and  bisexual 
women,  reported  in  the  American  Journal  of  Public 
Health  and  Sojourner,  if  you  haven’t,  you’re  in  the  ma¬ 
jority.  Fifty-five  percent  of  those  surveyed  have  never 
discussed  their  sexual  preference  with  their 
gynecologist. 

Apparently  assuming  heterosexuality  for  all 
women,  ninety-one  percent  of  the  surveyed  women’s 
gynecologists  had  never  asked  clients  about  their 
sexuality. 

Women  would  be  more  likely  to  disclose  their 
sexuality  if  this  information  were  not  written  on  their 
medical  records,  according  to  60  percent  of  those  sur¬ 
veyed.  However,  of  the  women  who  had  come  out  to 
their  gynecologists,  30  percent  were  met  with  a 
negative  response  (e.g.,  the  doctor  left  the  room  and 
had  the  nurse  finish  questioning  or  the  doctor  made  a 
referral  to  a  mental  health  professional). 

Twenty-two  percent  of  the  women  thought  that 
their  health  care  would  improve  if  their  gynecologist 
was  aware  of  their  sexual  preference. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 
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Who  gets  counted ,  how ,  and  why? 


CDC  Reports  AIDS  Cases  in  U.S.  Top  15,000 


By  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 

ATLANTA  —  The  Centers  for 
Disease  Control  (CDC)  reports 
that  over  15,000  people  have  been 
diagnosed  with  AIDS  in  the 
United  States  as  of  December  2, 
and  that  over  half  of  these  people 
have  died.  However,  officials  at 
the  CDC  consider  these  figures  to 
be  conservative,  in  part  due  to  tar¬ 
dy  and  incomplete  reports  from 
local  health  departments.  Some 
AIDS  activists  have  further 
criticized  the  figures  as  conser¬ 
vative  because  of  the  narrowness 
of  the  CDC  definition  of  AIDS. 
Others  have  questioned  the  hierar¬ 
chy  of  risk  groups  and  the  CDC’s 
failure  to  make  available  adequate 
statistics  on  people  of  color  with 
AIDS. 

The  CDC’s  surveillance  defini¬ 
tion  of  AIDS  uses  a  very  particular 
set  of  criteria  for  the  reporting  of 
AIDS  cases  which  includes  only 
those  people  with  a  recognized  op¬ 
portunistic  infection:  “For  the 
epidemiological  surveillance  of 
AIDS,  any  patient  who  has  a  dis¬ 
ease  at  least  moderately  indicative 
of  underlying  cellular  immunode¬ 
ficiency... but  who  has  no  known 
cause  of  reduced  resistance  to  that 
disease  should  be  reported  by  clini¬ 
cians  to  their  state  or  local  public 
health  department.  Those  agencies 
should,  in  turn,  report  the  cases  to 
the  AIDS  Program  [at  the 
CDC]....” 

This  definition  excludes  cases  of 
AIDS-Related  Complex  (ARC), 
even  though  the  complex  may  be 
severely  debilitating.  “Some  states 
keep  statistics  on  ARC,”  said 
Meade  Morgan,  Chief  of  the 
Statistics  and  Surveillance  Section 
of  the  CDC  AIDS  Program. 
However,  Morgan  insisted,  “It’s 

difficult  for  us  to  tabulate  statistics 
because  the  spectrum  of  ARC  is  so 
wide.  George  Seage,  City  AIDS 
Epidemiologist  in  Boston,  has 
estimated  from  anecdotal  infor¬ 
mation  that  between  five  and  ten 
times  the  number  of  people  of¬ 
ficially  reported  have  at  least  some 
immune  suppression  related  to 
AIDS. 

Morgan  estimates  that,  given 


even  the  limited  definition  of 
AIDS  the  CDC  employs,  the  real 
number  of  cases  is  between  15  and 
20  percent  greater  than  the  number 
of  cases  reported.  According  to 
Morgan,  there  is  a  delay  of  be¬ 
tween  a  month  and  a  year  from 
diagnosis  of  AIDS  to  a  physician’s 
report  to  local  health  authorities, 
and  a  delay  of  a  “week  to  a  couple 
of  months  or  longer”  from  the 
local  report  to  a  report  to  the 
CDC. 

Given  these  qualifying  factors, 
the  CDC  reports  15,172  cases  of 
AIDS  as  of  December  2.  Of  these, 
7,777  (51.3  percent)  are  dead. 

Ten  states  account  for  85  per¬ 
cent  of  AIDS  cases.  New  York 
tops  the  nation  with  5,227  people 
with  AIDS,  of  whom  2,800  have 
died.  California  has  3,505  cases, 
with  1,540  dead;  Florida  has  1,056 
cases,  with  559  dead;  New  Jersey, 
913  cases,  with  564  dead;  Texas, 
768  cases,  with  420  dead;  Illinois, 
338  cases,  with  171  dead;  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  309  cases,  with  171  dead; 
Massachusetts,  287  cases  with  115 
dead;  the  District  of  Columbia, 
278  cases,  with  137  dead;  while 
Georgia  has  263  reported  people 
with  AIDS,  of  whom  141  are 
reported  dead. 

Three  major  urban  areas  ac¬ 
count  for  5 1  percent  of  people  who 
fall  under  the  CDC  definition  of 
AIDS.  New  York  City  reports 
4,835  cases.  San  Francisco  reports 
1,679,  and  Los  Angeles  reports 
1,294. 

The  CDC  categorizes  AIDS 
cases  by  “risk  group.”  The  CDC 
recognizes  five  groups  that  it  con¬ 
siders  at  special  risk  for  contrac¬ 
ting  AIDS.  These  risk  groups  are 
arranged  in  a  hierarchy.  In  order, 

the  risk  groups  are:  gay  and  bisex¬ 
ual  men,  intravenous  drug  users, 
hemophiliacs,  heterosexuals,  and 
people  who  have  received  blood 
transfusion.  A  case  is  categorized 
under  the  first  risk  group  it  falls 
under  in  the  hierarchy.  Thus,  an 
intravenous  drug  user  who  is  a 
bisexual  man  would  be  categorized 
only  as  a  gay  or  bisexual  man  for 
statistical  purposes. 


This  categorization  has  serious 
limitations.  It  is  misleading  in  that 
it  gives  an  artificial  priority  to  cer¬ 
tain  risk  groups.  According  to 
Morgan,  the  hierarchy  was  con¬ 
ceived  because  it  was  a  “nice  neat” 
way  of  displaying  the  statistics, 
and  because  it  “reflects  the 
underlying  epidemiology  of  the 
disease.”  Morgan  went  on  to  say, 
“We  [at  the  CDC]  feel  that  it  is 
more  likely  for  a  person  to  con¬ 
tract  AIDS  through  homosexual 
contact  than  through  intravenous 
drug  use.”  When  asked  how  the 
CDC  knew  this  to  be  the  case, 
Morgan  admitted,  “We  don’t;  it’s 
probably  a  toss-up  [as  to  which 
risk  group  should  have  priority].” 
He  went  on  to  say  that  homosexual 
contact,  intravenous  drug  use,  and 
hemophilia  are  on  the  “same  order 
of  magnitude”  for  risk  to  AIDS. 

In  order  to  remedy  some  of  the 
more  outrageous  limitations  of  the 
present  hierarchy,  Morgan  says 
that  the  CDC  will  soon  introduce  a 
new  risk  group  to  head  up  the  list. 
The  risk  group,  ‘homosexual/IV 
drug  user,”  is  currently  being  in¬ 
cluded  as  a  footnote  to  the  most 
recent  statistics.  Morgan  said  that 
the  category  is  being  created 
because  there  is  “some  concern 
that  IV  drug  use  is  playing  a  role  in 
the  spread  of  AIDS  among  some 
homosexual  men.”  Morgan  ex¬ 
pects  the  category  will  officially 
appear  on  the  list  in  the  next  few 
months. 

According  to  Chuck  Fallis  of 
the  CDC,  10,985,  or  73  percent,  of 
reported  AIDS  cases  have  oc¬ 
curred  among  gay  and  bisexual 
men.  Intravenous  drug  users  ac¬ 
count  for  2,557  (17  percent)  of 
AIDS  cases,  hemophiliacs  115 

(one  percent),  heterosexual  contact 
155  (one  percent),  and  blood 
transfusions  237  (2  percent).  Nine 
hundred  and  thirty-three  cases,  or 
six  percent,  remain  unclassified  by 
risk  group,  although  Morgan  said 
that  roughly  half  of  this  group  is 
either  Haitian  or  Zairean.  Fallis 
said  that  1,222,  or  elevent  percent, 
of  the  homosexual/bisexual  men 
were  also  intravenous  drug  users. 


Staffing  Issues  Unresolved 
in  GRNL/HRCF  Merger 


By  Denise  Sudell 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Less 
than  six  weeks  after  its  merger  pro¬ 
posal  was  rejected  by  another  na¬ 
tional  lesbian  and  gay  rights 
group,  the  Gay  Rights  National 
Lobby  (GRNL)  has  announced 
that  it  will  merge  with  the  Human 
Rights  Campaign  Fund  (HRCF), 
the  political  action  committee 
founded  by  GRNL  itself  in  1981. 

Under  the  merger  plan,  GRNL’s 
lobbying  and  education  efforts 
and  its  field  network  will  be  taken 
over  by  HRCF  and  renamed  the 
“Gay  Rights  National  Education 
Project.”  HRCF  will  also  assume 
GRNL’s  debts,  estimated  at  over 
$30,000. 

In  early  November,  a  long-dis¬ 
cussed  proposal  for  GRNL’s 
merger  with  the  National  Gay  Task 
Force,  now  renamed  the  National 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
(NGLTF),  was  rejected  by  the 
NGLTF  Board  of  Directors. 
NGLTF  Board  members  told 
GCN  at  that  time  that  the  size  of 
GRNL’s  debt  combined  with  those 
of  NGLTF  made  the  merger  un¬ 
workable.  (See  GCN ,  Vol.  13,  No. 
19.) 

Although  GRNL  has  been 
plagued  with  financial  problems 
for  some  time,  Deacon  Maccub- 
bin,  co-chair  of  GRNL’s  Board  of 
Directors,  denied  the  lobbying 
organization  would  have  been 
forced  to  fold  had  the  merger  not 


taken  place.  “Yes,  there  is  a  debt 
—  of  course  there  is  a  debt,”  Mac- 
cubbin  told  reporters  at  a  Capitol 
Hill  press  conference  held  on 
December  5  to  announce  the 
merger.  “But  [GRNL’s]  member¬ 
ship  and  income  have  been  in¬ 
creasing  consistently....  We’ve 
had  less  money  than  we’d  like,  but 
so  has  every  other  gay  and  lesbian 
organization.”  He  called  GRNL 
“strong  financially.” 

HRCF  director  Vic  Basile  will 
continue  in  his  post,  as  will  other 
HRCF  staff.  GRNL  field  director 
Miguel  Gomez  is  also  being  hired 
by  HRCF.  However,  GRNL  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  Nancy  Roth  told 
reporters  that  she  “was  not  asked 
to  join  the  Campaign  Fund  staff,” 
and  that  she  “hadn’t  had  a  lot  of 
time  to  think”  about  her  future 
plans.  Roth  said  that  her  severance 
pay  was  “under  negotiation.” 

The  fate  of  other  GRNL  staffers 
is  unclear  as  GCN  goes  to  press. 
Roth  told  reporters  that  her  staff 
had  been  working  under  verbal 
employment  contracts,  but  that 
“with  consolidation  discussion  go¬ 
ing  on,  we  thought  it  would  be  a 
good  idea  to  formalize  [the  con¬ 
tracts]  by  putting  them  into 
writing.”  These  written  contracts 
were  “dated  from  the  date  of  the 
verbal  contracts,”  Roth  said. 

Neither  Basile  nor  Maccubbin 
would  comment  about  the 


employment  contracts  or  the 
status  of  the  GRNL  employees. 
“All  employees  will  be  treated 
with  dignity,  fairness,  and  ap¬ 
preciation,”  Maccubbin  said.  As 
GCN  goes  to  press,  the  GRNL  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Board  is  scheduled  to  meet 
Saturday,  December  7,  and  will 
discuss  the  future  of  the  GRNL 
staff. 

Six  members  of  the  GRNL 
Board  of  Directors  will  join  the 
HRCF  Board,  in  addition  to  two, 
Dan  Bradley  and  Jack  Campbell, 
who  already  sit  on  both  boards. 
The  name  of  the  six  members  will 
be  announced  in  February. 

The  restructured  HRCF  will 
consist  of  three  divisions  or 
“arms,”  one  of  which  is  the  “Gay 
Rights  Education  Project.”  A  se¬ 
cond  division  will  continue  the 
work  which  has  been  HRCF’s 
primary  activity  throughout  the 
five  years  of  its  existence:  making 
contributions  to  the  campaigns  of 
members  of  Congress  and  can¬ 
didates  for  congressional  seats 
who  support  lesbian  and  gay 
rights.  The  third  division,  the 
organization’s  AIDS  Campaign 
Trust  (ACT),  launched  this  past 
fall,  will  fund  candidates  who  sup¬ 
port  “a  full-scale  responsible, 
compassionate  federal  response  to 
the  AIDS  epidemic,”  according  to 
an  HRCF  statement. 


The  CDC  also  breaks  down  the 
statistics  into  something  it  calls 
“race/ethnicity.”  “White/non- 
hispanic”  people  account  for 
9,004,  or  59  percent,  of  all  cases. 
“Black/non-hispanic”  people  ac¬ 
count  for  3,815,  or  25  percent  of 
all  cases.  “Hispanic”  (that  is, 
Latino)  people  account  for  2,163, 
or  14  percent  of  all  cases.  Seventy- 
eight  cases  were  classified  as 
“Other.”  The  CDC  refuses  to 
make  public  statistics  on  Asians 
and  Native  Americans,  claiming 
that  to  do  so  would  compromise 
the  confidentiality  of  the  people 
with  AIDS,  given  the  small 
numbers  involved  statistically. 
The  CDC  classifies  112  cases,  or 
one  percent,  as  “Unknown.”  In 
these  cases,  local  health  officials 
did  not  indicate  the  race  of  the  per¬ 
son  with  AIDS  in  their  reports  to 
the  CDC. 

Kaposi’s  Sarcoma  (KS)  and 
Pneumocystis  Carinii  Pneumonia 
(PCP)  are  the  most  common  of  the 


opportunistic  infections  that  the 
CDC  recognizes.  The  majority  of 
people  with  AIDS,  8,676  or  57  per¬ 
cent,  were  diagnosed  with  PCP. 
Of  these,  4,612  are  dead.  KS  af¬ 
fects  2,863  people,  or  19  percent, 
and  of  these  1,091  are  dead.  Six 
percent  of  people  with  AIDS  were 
initially  diagnosed  with  both  KS 
and  PCP,  and  of  these,  556  are 
dead. 

AIDS  continues  to  affect  men  in 
their  thirties  disproportionately. 
Only  one  percent  (217)  of  people 
with  AIDS  are  under  13.  Less  than 
one  percent  (72)  are  between  the 
ages  of  1 3  and  19.  There  are  3 , 1 58 
(21  percent)  cases  between  the  ages 
of  20  and  29.  People  between  the 
ages  of  30  and  39  account  for 
7,148,  or  47  percent  of  all  cases. 
There  are  3,160  cases  between 
40-49,  constituting  21  percent  of 
the  total.  Finally,  1,417  cases, 
or  nine  percent,  are  over  the 
age  of  49. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


‘Right  to  Life’ Crashes 
N.H.  Women’s  Talk 


By  Sharon  Vardatira 

CONCORD,  NH  —  Anti¬ 
gay  and  anti-abortion  pro¬ 
ponents  were  a  small  but  vocal 
presence  at  a  November  23  con¬ 
ference,  “Women’s  Rights  in 
1986:  Legislative  Strategies,” 
sponsored  by  the  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  Women’s  Lobby  and  the 
New  Hampshire  Commission 
on  the  Status  of  Women. 

Two  panel  discussions, 
“Civil  Rights  for  Lesbians  and 
Gays”  and  “Women’s  Health 
and  Reproductive  Rights,” 
drew  heavy  criticism  from  New 
Hampshire  Right  to  Life 
members  and  their  supporters, 
who  threatened  to  “shut  down” 
the  conference  because  of  its 
“anti-family  slant.” 

Marian  Wolfsun,  Director  of 
the  New  Hampshire  Commis¬ 
sion  on  the  Status  of  Women, 
received  several  complaints 
prior  to  the  event.  “People 
were  upset  about  the  state  put¬ 
ting  money  into  ‘perverts  and 
murderers,’  and  said  Governor 
John  Sunnunu  had  assured 
them  that  these  issues  would 
not  be  supported  by  his  ad¬ 
ministration,”  said  Wolfsun. 

Over  175  people,  mostly 
women,  attended  the  day-long 
conference,  which  also 
featured  panels  on  divorce,  in¬ 
surance,  violence  against 
women,  women  and  poverty, 
sex  equity  programs,  and 
employment. 

The  panel  on  civil  rights  for 
lesbians  and  gay  men  drew  the 
largest  audience  and  was  the 
focus  of  intense  media 
coverage.  Panelists  Jon  Meyer, 
attorney  for  the  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  Civil  Liberties  Union,  and 
attorney  Ellen  Mulinsky  sum¬ 
marized  the  evolution  of  the 
State  Division  of  Children  and 
Youth  Services’  attempts  to 
issue  an  anti-gay  and  -lesbian 
foster  parent  policy.  (See  GCN, 
Vol.  13,  No.  15.)  In  addition, 
they  focused  on  current  pro¬ 
posed  legislation  to  prohibit 
“practicing  homosexuals’’ 
from  being  foster  parents  or 
adopting  children. 

Sullivan  County  Rep. 
Mildred  Ingram,  author  of  the 
legislation,  attended  the  session 
with  several  supporters,  in¬ 
cluding  Kathy  Sousa,  vice- 


president  of  New  Hampshire 
Right  to  Life. 

During  the  open  discussion 
period,  Ingram  read  a  state¬ 
ment  asserted  her  wish  “to  pro¬ 
tect  the  children  of  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  from  a  situation  which  is 
not  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
child  or  society.”  She  claimed 
that  lesbians  and  gay  men  are 
abusive  and  unnatural,  saying, 
“The  only  way  they  can  carry 
on  their  life  is  to  proselytize.... 
If  they  love  children,  let  them 
abandon  their  unnatural  way  of 
life  and  have  children  of  their 
own.” 

Panelist  Kevin  Cathcart,  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Director  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders  (GLAD)  of  Boston, 
succinctly  countered  Ingram’s 
allegations,  to  the  delight  of  a 
clearly  supportive  audience.  He 
questioned  whether  opponents 
of  gay  and  lesbian  foster  paren¬ 
ting  “really  care  about 
children,”  since  facts  indicate 
that  children  are  far  less  likely 
to  be  abused  by  gay  and  lesbian 
parents  than  by  heterosexual 
men. 

In  a  new  twist  of 
homophobic  logic,  Kathy 
Sousa  argued  that  abortions 
would  increase  if  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  foster  parenting  and  adop¬ 
tion  are  allowed.  “Women 
will  be  inclined  to  seek  abortion 
to  avoid  giving  their  children 
up  to  homosexuals,”  she  said. 

One  woman,  the  mother  of  a 
lesbian  and  a  gay  man,  received 
enthusiastic  applause  as  she 
commended  her  children.  “I 
wouldn’t  change  them  for  any¬ 
thing  in  the  world,”  she  said. 
“The  only  thing  that  bothers 
me  is  discrimination  and  lack  of 
civil  rights.” 

Moderator  Celeste  Gosselin 
concluded  by  encouraging  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  Citizens  Alliance  for  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Rights.  The 
Alliance  has  recently  organized 
to  respond  to  Ingram’s  legisla¬ 
tion,  scheduled  to  come  before 
the  New  Hampshire  Legislature 
in  early  1986.  In  addition,  the 
Alliance  plans  to  focus  on 
introducing  lesbian  and  gay 
civil  rights  legislation  in  the 
future. 
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Community  Voices 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  the 
editor.  If  possible,  they  should  be 
TYPED  and  DOUBLESPACED, 
and  where  possible  limited  to  five 
t>ped  pages.  They  should  be  sent  to: 
Community  Voices,  GCN,  167  Tre- 
mont  St.  #5,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


gay  people  of  the 
indian 

subcontinent 

Dear  GCN: 

This  letter  is  to  draw  the  attention  of  your 
readers  to  a  subject  normally  not  in  the  eye  of  the 
media  —  gay  people  of  the  Indian  subcontinent. 

In  the  following,  I  refer  to  the  gay  Indian  male, 
since  I  am  one  myself,  but  I  think  my  feelings  are 
shared  by  many  gay  men  and  women  from  India, 
Pakistan,  Bangla  Desh,  Nepal,  Bhutan,  Tibet, 
and  Sri  Lanka. 

In  America  today,  there  are  about  400,000 
Americans  of  Indian  descent  alone.  If  the  10  per¬ 
cent  applies  across  cultures,  then  there  ought  to 
be  40,000  gay  men  and  women  of  Indian  descent 
in  America.  Yet,  I  have  met  only  one  in  the  six 
years  I  have  been  in  this  country.  Where  are  the 
rest? 

Probably  in  the  closet  still.  In  this  day  of  gay 
liberation,  the  gay  Indian  probably  still  thinks 
that  he  is  the  only  one  of  his  kind.  “You  are  not 
alone”  sounds  passe  to  American  ears,  but  it  has 
yet  to  make  an  impact  on  thousands  of  gay  people 
of  Indian  descent. 

The  gay  Indian  has  a  love  affair  with  American 
society.  Perhaps  it  is  because  of  its  power  and 
wealth.  Perhaps  it  is  because  freedom  of  speech  is 
touted  so  much  here.  Perhaps  it  is  because 
American  gays  are  the  most  visible  on  the  interna¬ 
tional  gay  scene. 

And  yet,  he  still  thinks  of  gay  liberation  as  an 
“American”  phenomenon,  not  his  to  participate 
in.  He  is  bound  by  customs,  traditions,  and  fami¬ 
ly  ties  that  gay  Americans  don’t  have  to  deal  with. 
To  him  it  seems  that  accepting  one’s  sexual  orien¬ 
tation  somehow  necessarily  involves  a  total  and 
complete  break  with  everything  else  in  life  he  has 
known  and  loved. 

TR1KON  is  a  support  group  for  gay  people 
from  the  Indian  subcontinent,  which  attempts  to 
break  this  myth.  The  name  comes  from  the  San¬ 
skrit  word  for  triangle,  a  reference  to  the  pink 
triangles  used  to  identify  gay  people  in  Hitler’s 
concentration  camps.  Our  goal  is  to  put  gay  peo¬ 
ple  from  the  Indian  subcontinent  in  touch  with 
each  other  and  form  a  support  network.  A 
monthly  newsletter  with  letters,  articles,  and  news 
stories  of  interest  is  planned.  We  welcome  one 
and  all  to  write  for  a  copy  and/or  contribute. 

Our  address  is:  Trikon 

(Indian  Subcontinent  Gay  Sup¬ 
port  Group) 

PO  Box  60536 
Palo  Alto,  CA  94306 

We  invite  all  interested  readers  to  write  to  us. 
Sincerely, 

Arvind  Kumar 
Palo  Alto,  CA 


kountry  and  kitten 

Dear  GCN : 

I  am  writing  to  let  you  know  about  a  situation 
here  involving  a  good  friend  of  mine  Kountry  and 
her  wife  Kitten.  Kountry  has  been  ‘messed’  with 
daily  due  to  her  openness  about  being  a  lesbian 
and  being  a  proud  lesbian  at  that.  The  prison  of¬ 
ficials  here  attempted  to  keep  Kountry  and  Kitten 
separated  due  to  their  ‘open’  relationship  and 
their  devoted  love  to  one  another.  Kountry  was 
placed  in  Administrative  Segregation  [isolation] 
for  V/i  months  and  harassed  constantly  by 
guards,  counselors  and  other  inmates!  (She  has  a 
large  lawsuit  against  the  prison  here.)  After  these 
months  she  was  allowed  to  return  to  general 
population  [in  the  prison]  and  Kountry  and  Kit¬ 
ten  stayed  to  themselves,  but  still  the  guards  and 
others  did  everything  they  could  think  of  to 
destroy  their  relationship. 

Finally,  about  a  month  ago  Kountry  ‘snapped’ 
due  to  all  the  pressure  and  hassles  laid  on  her. 
Because  she  snapped  she  was  brought  over  here  to 
‘Disciplinary  Detention’  (max).  Once  she  was  here 
she  began  to  be  fed  several  rumors  (lies)  about 
Kitten  which  upset  her  greatly.  She  has  continual¬ 
ly  tried  to  get  ‘help’  to  deal  with  her  stress  but  all 
she  has  been  given  is  more  stress  and  much  more 
harassment. 

She  is  fighting  these  oppressive  pigs  and  the 
system  and  I  have  tried  to  share  her  story.  If 
anyone  out  there  wishes  to  write  and  give  moral 
or  legal  support,  it  would  be  most  appreciated. 
The  ‘out  of  the  closet’  lesbians  and  gay  men  here 
in  the  Iowa  Cages  are  harassed  and  discriminated 
daily  by  oppressive  pigs,  believe  me,  I  know,  as  a 
lesbian  I’ve  experienced  it  first  hand  and  seen  my 
fellow  lesbian  and  gay  friends  oppressed  to  where 
I’m  ready  to  explode.  If  anyone  has  addresses  or 
other  support  that  could  be  helpful  in  this  strug¬ 
gle,  please  let  me  know. 

In  United  Struggle, 

Robyn  Shawnee  Jackson 
Box  A  —  600728  A 
Oakdale,  IA  52319 


will  falwell  inherit 
heaven? 

Dear  GCN: 

In  a  recent  issue  of  GCN  was  the  report 
“Falwell  Pays  Gay  Man  $5000.” 

I  wrote  to  Jerry  Falwell  that  he  committed  a  lie 
if  that  report  is  true.  I  reminded  him  that  liars  as 
well  as  a  host  of  others  would  not  inherit  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven. 

I  was  not  sure  whether  or  not  I  could  expect  an 
answer,  surprisingly  I  got  one.  Enclosed  is  an  ex¬ 
cerpt  of  his  comments: 

“In  the  sermon  from  which  Sloan  alleged¬ 
ly  quoted  me  —  he  was  in  actuality  quoting 
God  —  I  was  reading  from  the  general 
epistle  of  Jude,  verses  5-13.  In  this  text  God 
refers  to  certain  immoral  persons  (verse  7) 
who  have  not  respect  for  morality  and 
decency  and  calls  them  “brute  beasts’ 
(verse  10)  and  to  whom  God  has  ‘reserved 
the  blackness  of  darkness  forever’  (verse 
13). 

“I  was  well  aware  of  what  I  had  said  and 
the  text  I  had  quoted  when  I  challenged 
Jerry  Sloan  as  to  the  inaccuracy  of  his 
statement.  Unfortunately,  believing  the 
whole  matter  to  be  ludicrous  and  a  publici¬ 
ty  stunt  by  a  militant  homosexual  and  this 
homosexual  church  called  ‘The  Metro¬ 
politan  Community  Church,’  I  did  not 
even  bother  to  attend  the  court  hearing. 
Obviously,  we  have  appealed  and  fully  ex¬ 
pect  to  be  vindicated.” 

Sincerely, 

Nicholas  Bader 
Minneapolis,  MN 


will  the  real  marie 
of  rumania... 

Dear  GCN: 

But  Tim  Barrus  is  Marie  of  Rumania!  Ask 
yourself,  have  you  ever  seen  them  together? 

Documentary  evidence  on  file.  All  models  over 
18. 

Sincerely, 

Lars  Eighner 
Austin,  TX 


stick  together 

Dear  GCN: 

I’m  at  the  Federal  Correctional  Institution  at 
Memphis  and  presently  in  the  hole  for  assault  on 
another  inmate.  The  assault  consisted  of  creeping 
up  on  the  inmate  who  was  threatening  another  in¬ 
mate  and  hitting  him  over  the  head  with  a  cue 
stick. 

The  inmate  who  was  receiving  pressure  was  of 
course  new  in  the  institution  and  young  looking. 
He’s  not  gay  or  even  bisexual  but  the  association 
with  me  made  him  guilty  by  association,  for  I  am 
gay. 

I  totally  and  fully  advocate  resistance  to  threats 
for  sexual  favors.  The  administration  here  was 
fully  aware  of  the  threats  and  pressures  far  in  ad¬ 
vance  and  failed  as  usual  to  act.  Countless  times 
this  inmate  saw  the  administration  and  made 
them  aware,  and  asked  to  move  to  another  unit 
(as  if  it  would  be  different!).  When  nothing  hap¬ 
pened  he  came  to  me  for  help.  Trying  to  talk  to 
the  person  doing  the  threatening  was  useless.  We 
both  went  to  a  staff  member  to  hurry  the  move  to 
another  unit  along.  Again  nothing. 

Then  it  happened.  The  asshole  came  up  in  front 
of  me  talking  his  shit  and  then  threatened  me  to 
stay  clear.  Emotions  got  the  best  of  me  and  now 
he’s  been  waking  up  the  past  mornings  with  a 
splitting  headache. 

Thinking  over  and  over,  how  I  stepped  in  and 
took  charge,  I  knew  I  done  the  right  thing  and  I’d 
do  it  all  over  again. 

There  is  too  many  free  sex  within  prisons 
without  threatening  or  pressuring  people  into  sex¬ 
ual  favors.  There  are  all  sorts  of  sexual  pressures 
in  prison  which  come  in  many  forms.  I  feel  that 
those  who  deliver  sexual  harassment  and  pressure 
are  unsecure  of  their  own  sexual  identity  (closet 
cocksuckers)  who  are  worried  that  themselfs 
would  become  “pressure  punks”  and  therefore 
ACT  the  super  man  image. 

Gays  here  don’t  stick  together  as  in  some 
prisons.  When  I  served  time  in  Washington 
[state],  the  gays  stuck  together  and  reversed  any 
pressure  that  came  out  from  these  so-called 
straight  guys. 

Different  sorts  of  pressure  and  sexual  threats 
need  to  be  not  only  reduced  but  stopped 
altogether.  Prison  gays  must  set  aside  fighting 
between  themselfs  over  lovers  and  stick  together 
on  the  pressure  subject.  Take  action  and  action 
can  be  non-violent.  There  are  too  many  check¬ 
ins,  fights,  and  deaths  over  sexual  matters.  If  one 
is  classified  “weak,”  seek  outside  protection 
through  other  gays  who  are  known  to  stick 
together.  Not  sticking  together  will  only  continue 
the  violence  and  pressures  occurring  in  prison. 
Thank  you, 

Jack  Leek 

10495-006,  Box  34550 
Memphis,  TN  38184 


“did  you  hear?” 

Dear  GCN: 

Communist  countries  frequently  have  citizens 
who  leave  their  country  to  seek  political  asylum  in 
a  “free”  country.  In  their  country  they  can’t  live 
the  lifestyle  they  choose,  so  they  go  to  a  country 
which  purports  to  be  “free.”  Communist  govern¬ 
ments  go  apeshit  (get  upset)  when  they  have  a 
defection.  “Free”  countries  go  apeshit  (have  an 
orgasm)  when  a  citizen  wants  to  defect  from  a 
communist  country  to  come  to  their  country. 
More  propaganda.  We  rarely  ever  hear  about 
someone  seeking  political  asylum  from  a  “free” 
country.  So,  imagine  my  surprise  when  a  friend  of 
mine  sent  me  an  article  about  some  guy  who  was 
seeking  asylum  in  Sweden  —  from  Great  Britain ! 

Great  Britain  is  one  of  America’s  number  one 
ace  allies.  But  their  politicoes  have  decided  this 
man  is  warping  the  minds  of  youths.  Some  pro¬ 
posed  that  he  be  killed,  but  it  seems  the  last  of  the 
hemlock  was  used  on  Socrates. 

Free  on  bail,  he  sought  asylum  in  Sweden.  Did 
you  hear  about  that  on  the  local  news? 

What  could  have  possessed  Sweden  to  accept?  I 
hope  someone  over  there  can  speak  “Texan” 
because  my  reservation  is  made. 

Sincerely, 

Michael  [name  withheld  by  request] 


lyrics  by  vile 
straights 

Dear  GCN: 

I  recently  saw  the  video  that  MTV  is  airing  of 
the  Dire  Straits’  song  “Money  for  Nothing.”  The 
video  contains  the  following  lyrics: 

See  the  little  faggot  with  the  earring  and  the 
make-up 

Yeah,  buddy,  that’s  his  own  hair 
That  little  faggot  got  his  own  jet  airplane 
That  little  faggot,  he’s  a  millionaire. 

I  was  angered  and  offended  by  MTV’s  broad¬ 
cast  of  those  lyrics,  and  have  written  to  MTV  ex¬ 
pressing  those  feelings.  I  wish  to  bring  this  matter 
to  your  attention,  and  provide  you  with  the 
following  address  so  that  your  readers  may  write 
directly  to  MTV  to  express  their  feelings  con¬ 
cerning  the  “Money  For  Nothing”  video. 

The  address  for  MTV  is:  MTV  Networks,  Inc., 
1133  Avenue  of  the  Americas,  New  York,  NY 
10036,  Attention:  Michelle  Von  Feld. 

Thank  you  for  your  cooperation  in  this  matter. 
Best  regards, 

Harris  M.  Miller  II 
Los  Angeles,  CA 


naked  beyond 
embarrassment 

Dear  GCN: 

Damn,  these  people  are  still  at  it.  They’ve  drug¬ 
ged,  beaten  and  chained  me  up  to  the  solitary  con¬ 
finement  cell  bars  with  metal  restraints  while  I’m 
naked  beyond  embarrassment  and  totally  without 
necessities. 

In  addition  to  this  omissive  treatment,  I  now 
find  myself  emotionally  worried  about  my  mate 
and  his  present  condition  . . . 

Though  my  mind  recalls  another  similar  story 
only  a  few  years  ago  about  two  other  imprisoned 
gays  who  were  caught  by  the  administration  in  a 
passionate  situation.  It  was  such  a  story  where 
they  were  treated  in  an  identical  manner  in  which 
I  presently  find  myself,  but  it  seems  their  story  in¬ 
cluded  an  unusual  transfer  for  one  of  the  gay  in¬ 
dividuals  to  a  maximum  security  institution 
where  he  was  brutally  stabbed  to  death  shortly 
after  his  arrival  because  of  his  known  sexuality, 
and  the  Gay  community  showed  no  concern  . . . 

Our  community  anticipates  involvement  for 
gay  and  lesbian  rights  to  fight  against 
homophobia  and  racial  discrimination  so  we  are 
able  to  stand  up  freely  and  proudly  in  society’s 
eyes  and  become  that  independent  community, 
but  what  of  all  the  gays  and  lesbians  incarcerated 
in  these  penal  systems  across  the  United  States 
and  other  countries? 

At  this  very  moment  you’re  probably  asking 
yourselfs:  whatever  happened  to  the  other  gay  in¬ 
dividual  mentioned  in  the  story  above? 

I  think  you  should  ask  his  family  . . . 

In  Fruitless  Struggle, 

Faron  Stone 
Box  14  —  20663 
Boise,  ID  83707 

[Prisoner  Project  note:  “Maximum  Security” 
prisons  are  among  the  most  dangerous  places  on 
earth;  conveniently  so  for  the  prison  systems 
because  they  offer  the  systems  a  threat  (‘if  you 
don’t  do  what  we  say,  you’ll  go  there,’  and  an  ex¬ 
cuse  when  the  worst  happens.  Such  places  can  ex¬ 
ist  only  where  the  general  populace  takes  no  in¬ 
terest  in  how  their  prison  system  operates.  Of¬ 
ficials  are  extremely  sensitive  to  outside  interest  in 
what  happens  behind  “their”  walls.] 
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Community  Voices 


the  danger  of 

biological 

determinism 

Dear  GCN: 

As  a  researcher  in  behavioral  biology  at  a  ma¬ 
jor  North  American  university,  and  as  a  feminist 
lesbian  with  a  long-standing  interest  in  the  history 
of  biological  determinism,  I  am  writing  to  oppose 
GCINs  publication  of  the  left  handed/right  hand¬ 
ed  questionnaire.  Biological  determinism,  the 
belief  that  our  biology  (genes,  hormones,  brain 
structure,  etc)  determines  human  social  behaviors 
and  social  institutions,  has  historically  been  used 
to  justify  the  oppression  of  women,  the  poor,  and 
racial  and  sexual  minorities.  The  GCN  question¬ 
naire  is  clearly  an  outgrowth  of  the  current  trend 
in  right  hemisphere/left  hemisphere  brain 
assymetry  research  which  ultimately  purports  to 
show  that  male/female  gender  differences  are  due 
to  brain  differences  between  men  and  women 
and,  thus,  have  a  genetic  base. 

What  are  the  facts  about  brain  assymetry  re¬ 
search?  There  appears  to  be  general  agreement 
among  behavioral  scientists  that  the  left  and  right 
halves  of  the  brain  (cerebral  hemispheres)  control 
different  abilities  (e.g.,  verbal,  spatiotemporal, 
etc.).  However,  since  both  men  and  women  have 
both  left  and  right  cerebral  hemispheres,  the  con¬ 
troversy  revolves  primarily  around  the  issue  of 
whether  men  are  more  greatly  influenced  by  the 
left  hemisphere  and  women  by  the  right.  Alter¬ 
native  formulations  focusing  on  the  “relative 
assymetry”  of  male  and  female  brains  are  more 
sophisticated  versions  of  this  same  hypothesis. 
The  connection  between  the  assymetry  studies 
and  left/right  handedness  comes  from  the  fact 
that  the  left  hemisphere  controls  the  right  side  of 
the  body  while  the  right  hemisphere  controls  the 
left.  Thus,  theoretically,  one  could  argue  that  a 
more  right-handed  person  is  more  “masculine”, 
while  a  predominantly  left-handed  one  is  more 
“feminine.”  The  implication  for  “explaining” 
sexual  preference  should  be  obvious. 

No  matter  how  well-intended,  it  is  almost  in¬ 
evitable  that  any  research  attempting  to  correlate 
homosexual  behavior  with  left  or  right 
handedness  and  with  family  genetic  history  will 
be  used  to  bolster  the  argument  that  sexual  orien¬ 
tation  is  genetically  determined.  While  on  the  sur¬ 
face  this  may  not  seem  so  bad  if  one  could  then 
argue  that  “gays  are  born  gay”,  or  that 
“homosexuality  is  natural”,  the  history  of 
biological  determinism  teaches  us  another  lesson. 
During  the  nineteenth  century,  studies  purporting 
to  show  that  women’s  brains  are  smaller  than 
those  of  white  men,  and  have  greater  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  brain  areas  responsible  for  emotional 
and  irrational  behavior,  were  used  to  exclude 
women  from  higher  education.  Similar 
arguments  were  applied  to  Blacks,  American  In¬ 
dians,  and  other  people  of  color.  In  the  late 
1800’s  the  Social  Darwinist  claim  that  the  poor 
are  poor  because  they  carry  inferior  genes  was  us¬ 


ed  to  justify  a  stratified  class  structure  in  Britain. 
In  Nazi  Germany,  the  extermination  of  Jews, 
homosexuals,  and  other  minorities  was  supported 
by  Nazi  pseudoscience  which  held  that  these 
groups’  “un-Aryan  behaviors”  had  a  genetic 
origin.  In  view  of  this  long  history,  we  must  not 
be  naive  about  the  oppressive  potential  of  modern 
biologically  deterministic  research.  Already,  for 
example,  brain  assymetry  research  has  led  some 
investigators  to  suggest  that  women  and  men 
should  have  unequal  educational  opportunities 
and  that  women  should  be  channeled  towards 
some  jobs  but  not  others. 

Several  recent  reviews  have  concluded  that  the 
results  of  the  brain  assymetry  studies  have  often 
been  contradictory,  that  the  conclusions  drawn 
are  not  always  logical,  and  that  many  of  these 
studies  have  suffered  from  weak  methodology 
and  a  lack  of  appropriate  controls.  At  best,  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  potentially  dangerous  conclusions  are 
being  drawn  on  the  basis  of  dubious  and 
equivocal  results. 

Biological  determinism  is  dangerous,  even 
when  the  researcher  happens  to  be  a  feminist  sym¬ 
pathetic  to  lesbian  and  gay  concerns  and  has  the 
best  of  intentions.  Scientific  research  is  never  the 
sole  property  of  the  researcher.  Not  only  must  the 
results  be  reported  to  funding  agencies  (not 
generally  known  for  their  concern  for  gay 
people),  but  they  are  also  expected  to  be  pub¬ 
lished  in  scientific  journals  and  thus  made 
available  to  the  scientific  community  as  a  whole. 
Once  results  have  been  published,  it  is  often  not 
long  before  the  news  media  picks  up  on  them  and 
comes  out  with  sensational  headlines.  Under  the 
best  of  conditions,  results  such  as  those  likely  to 
come  from  the  study  in  question  can  fall  into  the 
wrong  hands.  In  the  current  right-wing,  Moral 
Majority,  reactionary  atmosphere,  with  its  ram¬ 
pant  homophobia  and  AIDS  hysteria,  the  conse¬ 
quences  could  be  truly  frightening.  How  many  of 
us  want  research  aided  by  GCN’s  publication  of 
this  questionnaire  to  be  used  someday  to  justify 
the  sterilization  or  extermination  of  gay  people, 
or  the  sex-segregated  quarantining  of  gays  and 
their  relatives  to  insure  that  no  more  “homo¬ 
sexual  genes”  are  passed  on?  Do  we  want  re¬ 
search  correlating  genetic  factors  with  homosex¬ 
ual  behavior  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  “respec¬ 
table”  politicians,  columnists,  and  fundamen¬ 
talist  religious  leaders  who  are  already  advocating 
some  of  these  measures? 

Historically,  biological  determinism  has  come 
in  waves.  Each  time,  the  research,  conduted  by 
some  of  the  most  reputable  scientists  of  the  time 
and  considered  at  the  forefront  of  scientific  in¬ 
quiry,  has  produced  increasingly  sophisticated 
scientific  arguments.  The  sophistication  of  the 
current  brain  assymetry  studies  should  not  seduce 
us  into  cooperating  with  our  own  oppression.  I 
urge  GCN  to  discontinue  publication  of  this  ques¬ 
tionnaire  and  GCN  readers  to  refuse  to  take  part 
in  this  study. 

Name  withheld  for  reasons  of  job  security 


AIDS  Action  Committee  —  16  Haviland 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02115,  536-7733. 
Education  and  support  group  for  people 
with  AIDS,  their  families,  lovers,  friends, 
and  health  care  providers.  Provides 
speakers,  conducts  forums,  rap  groups, 
hospice-trained  volunteers,  hotline  infor¬ 
mation  and  referrals.  Associated  with 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center. 

AIDS  Action  Line  —  536-7733  or  Massa¬ 
chusetts  toll-free  AIDS  hotline, 
1-800-235-2331. 

AIDS  Action  Committee  service,  infor¬ 
mation,  referrals  and  befriending  about 
AIDS. 

AIDS  Hotline  —  Community  Infectious 
Disease  Epidemiology  Program,  City  of 
Boston,  424-5916. 

Staff  of  public  health  nurses  answer  ques¬ 
tions  about  AIDS,  make  referrals.  Col¬ 
lects  city-wide  data  from  hospitals  on 
AIDS  cases,  forwards  data  to  Centers  for 
Disease  Control.  Officially  determines 
number  of  cases  probable  and  under  in¬ 
vestigation. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center  —  16 

Haviland  Street,  Boston,  MA  02115, 
267-7573. 

A  gay-sensitive  health  care  facility. 
Hotline  information,  medical  work-ups, 
diagnosis,  referrals,  counseling.  Par¬ 
ticipates  in  research  efforts. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Services  — 

600  Washington  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02111,  542-5188. 

Provides  individual  and  group  therapy. 
Groups  available  for  friends  and  lovers  of 
people  with  AIDS.  (Services  provided 


without  regard  for  individual’s  ability 
pay.)  Counseling  and  HTLV-III  blood 
screening  services  for  individuals  con¬ 
cerned  with  exposure  to  the  virus 
associated  with  AIDS.  Co-sponsored  with 
Department  of  Public  Health.  ( 522-4090 ) 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Hotline  —  426-9371, 
Monday-Friday,  6:00  p.m.- 10:00  p.m. 
Provides  information  on  AIDS,  makes  re¬ 
ferrals.  Associated  with  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Services. 

Haitian  Committee  on  AIDS  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts  —  177  Harvard  Street,  Dor¬ 
chester,  MA  02124,  436-2848. 

Provides  information,  referrals,  support 
and  emergency  assistance  to  Haitians  with 
AIDS  and  their  families. 

Mayor’s  Committee  on  AIDS  —  709A 
Boston  City  Hall,  Boston,  MA  02201, 
725-3307. 

Coordinates  efforts  of  federal,  state,  and 
city  health  agencies,  produces  educational 
material,  collects  data  on  cases,  reviews 
policy.  Umbrella  organization.  Media 
outlet.  Conducts  forums  and  provides 
speakers,  distributes  AIDS  brochures,  re¬ 
ferrals. 

National  Gay  Task  Force  Hotline  — 

1-800-221-7044. 

Toll-free  national  hotline  run  by  NGTF  to 
provide  information  and  referrals. 

Springfield  Downtown  Ministry/Council 
of  Churches  —  293  Bridge  Street,  4205, 
Springfield,  MA  01103-1402,  737-4125. 
Counseling  and  referrals. 


support  for  the 

mineshaft 

‘extreme’ 

Dear  GCN: 

Something  about  GCN's  cover  story  on  the  in¬ 
vestigations  and  closing  of  several  New  York 
“backroom”  bars,  especially  comments  made  by 
Lori  Behrman  of  Gay  Men’s  Health  Crisis,  made 
me  question  some  people’s  priorities  in  the  effort 
to  maintain  both  the  dignity  of  the  community 
and  our  dearly  fought  for  rights  at  a  time  when 
the  gay  population  has  fallen  victim  to  not  only  a 
very  serious  disease  but  hysteria  and  a  fresh  new 
vein  of  homophobia  as  well. 

Ms.  Behrman  feels  that  in  closing  these 
establishments  we  are  depriving  the  community 
of  a  tool  for  education.  I  think  this  is  where  it  is 
important  to  grasp  the  difference  between  bars 
and  “backroom”  bars. 

Some  people  find  it  difficult  to  accept  that  one 
gay  man  might  be  capable  of  disregarding  any 
concern  for  another  man  in  the  interest  of  per¬ 
sonal  profit.  It  happens  all  the  time  in  “straight” 
society,  but  never  in  our  own,  right?  The  owners 
of  these  establishments  are  interested  in  making 
money  and  they  do  that  by  offering  easy  access  to 
anonymous  sex. 

It  doesn’t  take  much  to  realize  where  that  con¬ 
tradicts  AIDS  prevention  and  brings 
“backroom”  proprietors  to  a  situation  not  unlike 
biting  the  hand  that  feeds  them. 

Is  the  curtailment  of  this  sort  of  thing  an  awful 
price  to  pay  for  the  possibility  of  slowing  down 
the  rising  AIDS  statistics  and  perhaps  buying  a  lit¬ 
tle  time  for  research  to  catch  up? 

I  am  a  great  advocate  of  the  right  for  consen¬ 
ting  adults  to  do  anything  they  like,  as  long  as  it 
isn’t  hurting  anyone.  It’s  unfortunate  that  we 
have  reached  a  point  where  it  is  hurting  people. 

Bars  like  the  Mineshaft  and  the  Anvil  have  an 
inevitable  way  of  re-emerging  and  for  the  people 
who  want  them,  they  will  always  be  there,  but 
let’s  not  deceive  ourselves  by  thinking  what  goes 
on  inside  is  heavy  education. 

Certainly,  the  gay  community  has  been  the  vic¬ 
tim  of  blatant  injustice  in  the  past,  but  it’s  ex¬ 
tremist  to  believe  everyone  is  out  to  get  us  all  of 
the  time. 

City  officials  in  New  York  deserve  some  sort  of 
credit  at  least  for  making  clear  from  the  onset  that 
heterosexual  bars  are  under  the  same  investiga¬ 
tion. 

In  this  light,  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Anti- 
Defamation  League’s  slogan  of  “First  the  baths, 
then  the  bars,  then  your  books,  then  your  bed- 
room"  is  a  little  extreme.  It’s  clearly  given  that 
the  Mineshaft,  which  received  the  focus  of  the  ar- 
ticle,  was  operating  without  a  license  and  that  its 
owners  failed  to  appear  at  the  hearing  and  made 
themselves  unavailable  for  comment.  These 
people  we  should  choose  to  make  an  issue  of  in  the 
name  of  “Gay  Rights”? 

The  Boston  Globe  of  November  21  ran  a  news 
article  outlining  the  plans  of  a  Dr.  Vernon  H. 
Mark  and  a  group  known  as  the  Boston  Leader¬ 
ship  Conference  to  convert  Penikese  Island,  a 
former  leper  colony,  into  a  quarantine  for  people 
diagnosed  with  the  AIDS  virus.  That  frightens 
me. 

And  I  find  it  disheartening  that  while  there  are 
people  out  there  exerting  a  sincere  effort  to  have 
members  of  our  community  become  modern-day 
lepers,  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Anti-Defamation 
League  is  preoccupied  with  the  possible  implica¬ 
tions  of  having  a  few  bars  closed.  At  least  one  of 
which  was  operating  illegally  to  begin  with. 
Sincerely, 

Mark  Krier 
Boston,  MA 


“communist  homo” 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  a  gay  man  doing  time  in  Washington.  I 
want  to  thank  you  for  your  ongoing  support  of 
lesbian  and  gay  prisoners,  as  well  as  other  issues 
of  the  gay  community. 

Since  1  started  receiving  the  paper  I  started  go¬ 
ing  through  discrimination  by  prison  guards.  I’ve 
been  called  names  such  as  “communist  homo.” 

But  I  want  you  to  know  that  I  will  stand  up  for 
our  paper  for  we  are  all  in  our  own  prisons  and  we 
need  to  help  each  other  out.  For  example, 
anybody  who  wants  to  write  me  is  welcome. 

In  the  struggle  forever, 

Michael  “Mickey”  Sellars 
Box  520  —  634034 

Walla  Walla,  WA  99362 


crime:  loving  a 
young  woman 

Dear  GCN: 

I’m  a  Lesbian,  age  48.  I  was  arrested  in  1979, 
and  while  I  was  out  on  bond,  I  was  kidnapped  by 
the  Montgomery  County,  Kansas  Prosecuting 
Attorney,  Paul  Oakleaf,  and  taken  to 
Osowatomie  State  Hospital,  Kansas.  This  hap¬ 
pened  in  July,  1980. 

My  family  was  told  I  had  committed  suicide 
and  while  my  family  suffered,  I  was  being  sub¬ 
jected  to  torture  too.  While  in  the  hospital  I  was 
kept  naked  and  tied  face  down  to  a  cot.  I  was 
given  injections  that  made  me  less  conscious  and 
others  that  made  me  simply  unable  to  move  or 
speak.  I  vomited  and  had  to  lie  face  down  in  it.  1 
was  raped  several  times  by  guards’  J 

The  fact  that  no  one  knew  I  was  in  the  hospital 
gave  them  free  rein  and  I  know  I  would  never 
have  been  released.  (I  escaped  in  August,  1980.) 

I  saw  another  patient  killed  —  she  was  set  on 
fire  in  her  room.  I  witnessed  her  screams  and  I 
saw  her  dragged  from  the  cell.  She  was  a  young 
black  woman  from  Topeka.  She  had  been  ar¬ 
rested  in  Independent,  Kansas  on  a  drug  charge. 
She  was  pregnant  when  killed  in  the  fire.  Her 
name  was  Delores. 

I  am  not  a  “criminal.”  My  “crime”  was  in  lov¬ 
ing  a  young  woman  in  a  small  Kansas  town. 
(Name  withheld  by  request) 


Defense  Committee  Update 

What  kind  of  follow-up  to  the  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Defense  Committee’s  action 
at  the  State  House  should  we  engage  in? 
Call  628-6007  if  you  want  to  participate 
in  the  decision-making....  New  people 
are  welcome  to  become  involved  with 
GLDC’s  coordinating  committee.  Come 
to  the  meeting  on  Tuesday,  December  10 
at  67  Pleasant  St.,  Central  Square,  Cam¬ 
bridge. 


Looking  for  the  opportunity 
to  break 

into  graphic  arts? 

Gay  Community  News,  the  national  newsweekly  for  lesbians  and 
gay  men,  seeks  a  highly  motivated  design  director  who  wants  to  put  a 
strong  design  sensibility  to  work  for  the  lesbian  and  gay  community. 


The  design  director  at  GCN  is  responsible  for  the  overall  look  of  the 
paper.  You’ll  design— or  assign  to  volunteer  artists— each  week’s  front 
cover  and  centerspread  feature  article,  as  well  as  our  highly  regarded 
monthly  book  supplement.  You’ll  also  oversee  the  production  of  each 
week’s  paper,  design  special  promotional  material,  and  recruit 

production  and  art  volunteers. 


This  job  is  a  great  opportunity  to  develop  a  range  of  graphic  arts  skills — 
pasteup,  layout,  design,  type  specing— in  a  fast-paced,  politically 

exciting  environment. 

GCN  is  committed  to  gay  and  lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism, 
anti-classism,  and  the  collective  decision-making  process.  We’re  looking 
for  someone  who  shares  our  commitment,  and  someone  who  can  bring 
a  strong  design  sensibility  and  the  requisite  skills.  We  offer  low  pay 
($1 50/week),  great  benefits  (four  weeks  vacation,  fully  paid  health/ 
life  insurance),  and  lots  of  opportunity  to  display  your  talents. 

To  apply,  please  send  in  a  letter  and  resume  (work  samples  will  be 
examined  during  an  interview)  to:  Art  Search  Committee,  GCN, 
167  Tremont  Street  #5,  Boston  MA  02111,  426-4469. 

GCN  particularly  encourages  gay  men  and  lesbians  of  color  to  apply. 
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INDIVIDUAL/GROUP/COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


c.s^ 


??<■ 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


AUTO  INSURANCE 

(Insure  Locally) 

ROGERS  &  DINIS  AGENCY 
404  Mass.  Ave.,  Arlington 

643-3040 

Mortgage  Money  Available.  5%  Down, 
time  payments  plate  service 


WARD  &  LUND 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

John  P.  Ward, 

David  R.  Lund, 

Janice  Planter,  Barbara  J.  Macy 

•Criminal  Defense 

•Estate  Planning 

•Real  Estate  Transactions 

•Business  Representation 

•Domestic  Relations 

•Relationship  Agreements 

•Discrimination 

•Civil  Litigation 

•Probate  of  Estates 

•General  Practice  of  Law 

•Defense  of  Drunk  Drivers 

•Condominium  Conversion 

483  Beacon  Street,  Suite  1 1 

2266  Market  Street 

Boston,  M A  02115 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

617-266-0760 

415-626-4224 

Subtle  Machinations 

The  Dating  Game 

By  Robert  Storem 


I  have  read  recently  that  with  the 
concern  about  the  spread  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  killer  disease  which  will  re¬ 
main  nameless,  gay  men  are  being 
forced  to  re-examine  their 
lifestyles  and  clarify  their  thinking 
on  a  whole  host  of  issues.  More 
specifically,  it  appears  that  gay 
men  have  begun  to  date.  However, 
it  has  been  my  regrettable  ex¬ 
perience  that  we  gay  men  just 
don’t  know  what  we’re  doing 
when  it  comes  to  this  vital  and 
sometimes  quite  entertaining 
aspect  of  bachelorhood.  For  a 
group  who  can  usually  be  counted 
on  to  whip  up  a  four-star  meal 
with  a  jar  of  peanut  butter  and  a 
can  of  tuna  fish,  it  shocks  me  to 
discover  just  how  inept  most  of  us 
are  when  it  comes  to  one  of  our 
most  charming  conventions. 
Therefore,  I  have  dreamed  up  this 
brief  little  guide  in  th,e  hopes  of 
rectifying  the  horrifyingly  boorish 
situation  which  now  exists. 

As  one  who  has  dated  often  and 
well,  I  am  constantly  approached 
by  friends  seeking  advice  on  this 
score.  “Bob,  you’ve  gotta  help 
me,”  one  of  them  cried  just 
recently,  clutching  my  forearm 
and  leaving  a  bruise.  “That  cute 
guy  at  the  tanning  center  started 
talking  to  me  the  other  day  and  he 
suggested  we  get  together.”  I 
beam,  glad  for  my  friend’s  good 
luck.  “But  what’ll  we  do?!?”  he 
wailed  bleakly.  1  assured  him  there 
was  nothing  to  worry  about. 

The  safest  bet  for  those  who 
want  to  get  together  with  someone 
is  to  offer  to  eat  at  the  same  place 
and  at  the  same  time.  It  worked 
for  you  in  high  school  before  you 
knew  better  and  can  work  for  you 
again.  However,  unlike  those  gris¬ 


ly  days  when  you  stared  at  the 
waiter  with  the  pretty  eyes  while 
your  date  rattled  on  about  under¬ 
arm  wetness  showing  through  her 
taffeta,  dining  out  today  can  be  a 
pleasure  if  you  know  what  you’re 
doing. 

You  must  first  ascertain  what 
your  date’s  tastes  run  to  and  how 
much  of  a  beating  your  wallet  can 
take.  You  needn’t  take  out  a  per¬ 
sonal  loan  to  cover  the  meal,  either. 
It  could  be  that  the  man  of  your 
dreams  is  mad  about  Chinese  and 
feels  silly  hunched  over  two 
shrimps  in  a  non-descript  white 
sauce.  That’s  fine.  However,  I  do 
suggest  that  you  pick  the 
restaurant  with  care.  I  find  that 
most  gay  men  love  to  cook  for 
others  but  would  rather  visit  any 
greasy  spoon  than  eat  by  them¬ 
selves.  If  you  are  one  of  those  who 
goes  into  a  severe  depression  when 
faced  with  the  proposition  of 
cooking  for  one,  you  already 
know  of  a  whole  slew  of 
restaurants  and  have  probably 
dated  half  the  maitre  d’s  and 
waiters.  If  not,  ask  a  friend.  This 
will  also  give  you  a  good  chance  to 
gloat  about  your  latest  conquest. 

More  important  than  determin¬ 
ing  whether  reservations  are 
necessary  and  whether  a  coat  or  tie 
is  required,  I  find  it  behooves  to¬ 
day’s  restaurant  patron  to  make 
sure  than  no  embarrassing  in¬ 
cidents  will  occur  once  seated  at 
the  chosen  eatery.  Avoid 
restaurants  with  previous  roman¬ 
tic  associations  like  the  plague. 
This  will  spare  you  embarrassing 
outbursts  like,  “My  lover  of  five 
years  John  Doe  used  to  always 
order  that  wine  when  we  came 
here!!”  Also,  today’s  restaurant 


staffs  seem  a  particularly  snippy 
bunch,  and  you  are  as  likely  as  not 
to  hear,  “What  happened  to  that 
cute  blond  guy  you  used  to  bring 
here?  He  dump  you?”  while  you 
are  being  seated. 

Once  the  choice  of  restaurants  is 
made,  don’t  let  yourself  get  mired 
in  that  ooze  of  strained  dinner  con¬ 
versation.  Nothing  nips  a  promis¬ 
ing  relationship  in  the  bud  faster 
or  more  effectively  than  two  or 
three  minutes  of  tomb-like  silence 
while  you  try  to  memorize  the  cur¬ 
vature  of  your  fingernails  and 
ascertain  whether  that  smell  is 
coming  from  you  or  the  kitchen. 

Remember  too  that  you  may  be 
considered  quite  a  cut-up  among 
your  own  immediate  circle  of 
friends  and  confidantes,  but  this 
person  sitting  across  from  you  has 
not  known  you  since  you  were 
seven.  Keep  that  in  mind  and  avoid 
certain  topics  of  conversation  like: 

1.  Physical  maladjustments; 

2.  Why  your  family,  particular¬ 
ly  your  mother,  doesn’t  like  or 
understand  you; 

3.  What  went  wrong  with  the 
last  dozen  or  so  relationships 
you  tried  to  initiate. 

“What,  then,  are  we  supposed 
to  talk  about?”  you  ask.  Scads  of 
things.  Religion  is  risky  unless  you 
can  both  establish  that  you  are 
both  fallen  away.  (Lapsed 
Catholics  and  Jews  have  probably 
the  funniest  stories  and  the  biggest 
plot  of  common  turf.)  Politics  is 
risky,  too,  and  usually  quite 
tedious,  but  you  can  always  throw 
in  a  word  of  praise  about  Gerry 
Studds  and  be  on  safe  ground. 
Similarly,  you  can  always  toss  a 
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Immodest 


A  great 
gift  idea! 


The  Life  of  a  Lesbian  Nun 
in  Renaissance  Italy 

JUDITH  C.  BROWN 


A  major  historical  discovery:  the  earliest  documentation  of  lesbianism  in 
modern  Western  history 

"Immodest  Acts  is  enthralling — a  vivid,  scary,  and  compelling  narrative  that 
will  alter  the  history  of  women,  religion,  and  sexuality." 

Catharine  R.  Stimpson 

"Immodest  Acts  is  another  The  Name  of  the  Rose."  Richard  L.  Kagan 

"A  fascinating  story  of  a  female  mystic  in  a  small  town  in  seventeenth 
century  Italy.  Sister  Benedetta's  visions  are  dramas  enacted  on  a  stage  of 
convent  politics,  her  sexual  expressiveness  part  of  her  wider  gift  of  spiritual 
imagination."  Natalie  Zemon  Davis,  author  of  The  Return  of  Martin  Guerre 

At  better  bookstores  or 

send  $14.95  plus  $1.00  postage  and  handling  to: 

Oxford  University  Press 

Box  9<K),  2(X)  Madison  Aivnue,  New  York,  NY  10016 


SPECIAL  TITLES  INCLUDE: 


WOMEN  in  CINEMA 
& 

GAY  THEMES  IN  FILM 


WOMEN’S  MUSIC 
JAZZ 

CLASSICAL 
RHYTHM  &  BLUES 


MIDWEEK  SPECIAL  ~  10 %  off  all 


ARBORWAY 
VIDEO  &  SOUND 


55  South  Street,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 


albums  and  tapes 

(Tues  &  Wed  only) 

HOURS: 

Mon.  -  Sat.  10am  ’til  9pm 
Sun.  Noon  ’til  7pm  gcn 
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barb  at  Margaret  Heckler,  but 
now  that  she’s  in  Ireland,  she’s  not 
as  au  courant.  And  I  always 
thought  a  razz  against  our  dear 
president  would  be  taken  in  good, 
clean  fun  until  I  came  to  the  shock¬ 
ing  realization  that  far  more  gay 
men  voted  for  him  than  I  would 
ever  have  imagined.  Forewarned 
is  fore-armed. 

For  the  most  part,  stick  with 
things  all  middle-class  gay  men  are 
more  or  less  confident  with,  like 
the  latest  doings  on  Dynasty  and 
what  tropical  clime  you  last  visited 
on  vacation.  Don’t  bring  up 
friends  unless  your  stories  are  in¬ 
nocuously  entertaining;  tales  of  a 
friend  who’s  six-two,  shoulders  a 
yard  wide,  and  making  seven 
figures  a  year  is  not  going  to  do 
much  to  elevate  you  in  the  eyes  of 
your  prey. 

You  definitely  want  to  bring  up 
common  interests,  and  a  good 
place  to  start  is  where  you  met.  If 
you  met  at  an  opening,  say 
whatever  you  know  about  what 
you  saw.  If  you  met  in  a  bar, 
however,  don’t  talk  about  how 
often  you  go  there  and  how  pro¬ 
miscuous  you  are.  It  is  similarly 
not  okay  to  mention  the  physical 
attributes  of  anyone  but  the  man 
seated  across  from  you,  unless  that 
person  is  nowhere  near  the  scene. 
“God,  isn’t  our  waiter  gorgeous?” 
is  not  acceptable,  but  the  merits  of 


actors  and  athletes  are,  within 
reason.  You  might  also  mention  a 
couple  of  physical  activities  you 
enjoy,  and  I’ll  tell  your  right  now, 
“I  work  out  three  times  a  week” 
will  get  more  of  a  response  than, 
“Our  bowling  league  came  in  se¬ 
cond  last  year”  —  so  act  accord¬ 
ingly. 

Assuming  you’ve  made  it 
through  your  meal  in  one  piece 
and  the  interest  is  still  mutual,  you 
are  now  half-way  home.  When  the 
bill  comes,  you  should  snatch  for 
it.  Going  “Dutch”  is  only  stan¬ 
dard  practice  in  Holland,  where  it 
means  something  different.  If 
your  date  persists  in  paying  at  least 
for  his  half,  calm  his  ardor  with 
the  observation,  “You  can  pick  up 
the  tab  next  time,”  which  is  a  neat 
way  of  telling  him  there  will  be  a 
next  time.  I  suppose  I  should  men¬ 
tion  that  he  who  pays  for  the  meal 
goes  through  the  wine  ritual,  and 
in  really  smart  places  will  be  the 
one  who  gets  the  menu  with  the 
prices  on  it.  Waiters  act  according¬ 
ly,  so  even  if  you  know  nothing 
about  wine,  make  sure  you  are  the 
one  who  mumbles  the  name  of  the 
vineyard  lest  your  server  present 
your  guest  with  the  bill.  Also,  a 
good  rule  of  thumb  while  we’re  on 
the  subject  is  never  order 
something  you  can’t  pronounce, 

Continued  on  page  II 


JlCaryarei  TIC.  Sapre 

insurance  CAyency 

Independent  Insurance  Agent  Welcoming 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community,  tor  all  types  ot  insurance 

•  Same  Day  Plate  Service  / — 

•  Low  Down  Payments  •  Open  Mon.-Fri.:  9-7  PM 

•  Notary  Public  \~y-~/  SaL  10-4  PM 

277-81  87  697  Washington  Street,  Brookline  (Near  Beacon) 


Dear  Valiant/Dart  owner, 

Congratulations  on  owning  the 
best  Detroit  ever  built  But  as  you 
know  even  the  best  needs  care 
occasionally  At  our  garage  we 
can  do  any  mechanical  or  body 
work  your  car  reguires  We  have 
most  of  the  parts  that  tend  to  need 
replacement  in  stock 

We  also  repair  and  maintain 
other  makes  ot  American  and 
foreign  cars 

Come  in  tdam  6pm)  or  cat I  tor 
advice  and  an  estimate. 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  St. 
267-0300 


bagly 

the  boston  alliance  of  gay 
and  lesbian  youth 


The  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  meets  weekly 
on  Wednesdays.  Women’s  Group 
meeting  is  at  6:00  p.m.,  new  person’s 
meeting  is  from  6:30-7:30.  The  general 
meetings  and  group  discussions  are  from 
7:30-9:00  p.m.  For  interested  youth  22 
and  under.  Come  by  any  Wednesday  to 
Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  Street 
(Beacon  Street)  or  call  for  info: 
497-8282. 


BOSTON  GAY  MEN’S  CHORUS 

IN  CONCERT 

Robert  Barney,  Music  Director 

Saturday,  December  14, 1985  at  8  PM 
Jordan  Hall  at  New  England  Conservatory 


TICKETS  $10,  8,  6.  AVAILABLE  AT  JORDAN  HALL  BOX  OFFICE, 
CONCERTCHARGE,  B0STIX,  &  GLAD  DAY  BOOKSHOP 
SIGN  LANGUAGE  INTERPRETED. 
INFORMATION:  536-2412 


By  Maida  Tilchen 

So  many  new  recordings  have  come  out  this  fall  that 
I'm  hard-pressed  to  confine  my  comments  to  the  space 
CCN  can  provide.  I  do  hope  I  can  give  you  an  idea  of 
what  is  available,  and  my  apologies  for  such  brief  com¬ 
ments  about  so  many  deserving  albums. 

Out  Dykes 

Catherine  D'Amato's  First  Loves  is  one  of  the  most 
proudly  lesbian  albums  I've  heard  for  quite  a  while. 
D'Amato  lives  in  western  Massachusetts,  and  is  backed 
up  by  Boston  musicians  Maggi  Rizzi  and  Janet  Hood. 

The  songs  are  about  romantic/sexual  love  for 
women  and/or  about  women  feeling  intimacy  and  in¬ 
spiration  from  other  women.  There  are  songs  about 
women  as  healers,  as  farmers,  and  even  one  about  a 
wise  and  self-sufficient  bag  lady.  There's  one  song  about 
the  joys  that  D'Amato,  a  native  of  West  Coast,  has  found 
in  living  in  New  England,  where  leaves  fall  and  snow  is 
eagerly  awaited  —  so  there,  California! 

Another  wonderfully  lesbian-identified  album  is 
Carole  Etzler's  Thirteen  Ships.  This  album  is  about 
women  as  lovers,  friends,  and  companions  in  growth 
and  struggle.  Etzler's  lyrics  are  simple,  with  un¬ 
sophisticated  images,  resulting  in  explicit  lesbian  con¬ 
tent.  For  example,  she  sings: 

You  have  not  felt  a  woman's  touch  for  so  very  long 
And  the  feeling  deep  inside  is  welling  up  so  strong... 

For  just  a  little  while 
Come  find  shelter  in  my  arms 

There  are  several  love  songs,  several  anthems,  and 
a  song  about  sailing  in  a  "dancing  boat."  The  album  is 
mellow  and  acoustic,  adding  up  to  a  very  tender,, 
woman-loving  album. 

Karen  Mackay's  Annie  Oakley  Rides  Again  is 
another  explicit  lesbian  album.  It's  sprightly,  low-key 
bluegrass  in  style,  befitting  Mackay's  West  Virginian 
roots,  but  has  a  strange,  sad  tone  to  it,  perhaps  because 
the  album  was  inspired  by  the  sudden  death  of 
Mackay's  friend,  Charlotte  L.  Duncan.  One  quite 
unusual  song  is  about  an  eight-year-old  girl  who  is  "vic¬ 
timized"  by  her  brother's  incestuous  assault.  Other 
songs  are  about  war,  emotions,  the  Goddess,  and  Cen¬ 
tral  America. 

If  you  program  music  for  dances,  parties,  or  discos, 
you'll  want  to  check  out  Turn  Around  by  Labrys,  which 
is  an  explicit  lesbian  album  of  mostly  dance  music,  in¬ 
cluding  a  rap  song  and  lots  of  disco-sounding  cuts.  Two 
Connecticut  women,  Elena  Jordan  and  Patricia  Lyons, 
formed  this  duo  only  two  years  ago,  and  have  quickly 
moved  to  album  production.  Their  press  material  reads 
"Women-ldentified  Music,"  and  that's  what  is  on  here. 
There's  lots  of  lyrics  about  women  who  are  free  to  love 
and  who  are  heading  for  the  woods  or  for  Provincetown 
with  their  women  lovers.  I  especially  liked  the 
preponderance  of  female  pronouns  here  —  these  dSys, 
most  women's  music  lyrics  seem  to  have  forgotten 
words  like  "she"  and  "her,"  but  Labrys  takes  lesbian 
love  out  of  the  closet  and  onto  the  dance  floor. 

Secrets  is  Linda  Tillery's  long-awaited  second 
album.  She's  moved  from  Olivia  to  Redwood  for  its 
distribution,  and  most  of  the  backup  musicians  are 
men.  Secrets  uses  many  styles  from  the  tradition  of  Black 
music,  including  gospel,  jazz,  rhythm  and  blues,  disco, 
and  soul.  Everyone  will  recognize  the  old  rock  hit, 
"Fever,"  but  this  verse  certainly  escaped  me  in  the  past: 

Pocohantas  loved  Sacajawea 
They  had  a  very  mad  affair 
When  her  daddy  tried  to  kill  her 
She  said,  "Daddy-o,  don't  you  dare" 

She  gives  me  fever  with  her  kisses 
Fever  with  that  burnin'  youth 
Fever!  I'm  on  fire 
Fever,  yes  I  burn  forsooth 

Alix  Dobkin's  3-song  EP  "Never  Been  Better," 
which  was  reviewed  in  CCN  vol.13,  no.1,  is  now 
available.  If  you  want  to  hear  Alix  do  lesbian  rap-music 
and  a  rocked-up  version  of  "The  Woman  in  Your  Life," 
grab  this  EP. 

Voices  of  Many  Cultures 

Libana,  a  Boston  area  group,  has  gone  a  different 
route  than  most  feminist  musicians,  and  has  produced 
as  a  result  one  of  the  loveliest  and  most  unique  albums 
to  come  out  of  women's  music.  Handed  Down  harks 
back  to  the  beginnings  of  women's  music  a  decade  or 
so  ago,  when  the  emphasis  was  on  music  by  a  variety  of 
women,  including  anonymous  folk  sources,  rather  than 
the  solo  singer/songwriter  style  which  is  prevalent  to¬ 
day.  Over  the  years,  there  has  been  much  research 
done  on  music  by  women  in  many  eras  and  cultuers; 
while  not  much  of  it  has  made  it  to  recordings,  it  has 
been  presented  at  festivals  and  written  about  in  the 
women's  music  magazines,  the  now-defunct  Paid  My 
Dues  and  Hot  Wire  (currently  alive  and  well!).  Libana's 
album  is  an  outstanding  example  of  the  results  of  that 
work  being  made  accessible  in  an  informative  and 
entertaining  way. 

The  name  Libana  means  "to  nurture  from  the 
breast"  in  Arabic,  and  the  music  they  have  revived  is  in¬ 
deed  nurturing.  It  is  the  music  of  women  of  Eastern 
Europe  and  the  Middle  East,  including  Armenian, 
Bulgarian,  Yugoslavian,  Lebanese,  Georgian  (USSR), 
Yemenite  Jewish,  Israeli,  and  Hungarian  pieces. 
Although  not  all  these  folk  materials  can  be  clearly  at¬ 


tributed  to  women  composers,  all  of  them  are  about 
women's  lives  and  universal  themes  of  love,  peace, 
war,  aging,  loneliness,  and  dreams.  To  hear  this  album 
is  truly  to  connect  one's  own  feelings  with  those  of 
women  in  many  other  places  and  times.  More  than  that, 
it  reminds  me  that  many  women  around  the  world  to¬ 
day  live  in  the  elemental  circumstances  that  the 
simplicity  of  these  lyrics  describes.  It  helps  me  to  realize 
the  tragedies  occurring  as  Western  values  wipe  out  in¬ 
digenous  cultural  activities.  It  helps  me  to  consider  if 
and  how  the  lot  of  women  can  be  bettered  without  the 
destruction  of  cultures  and  individuals. 

None  of  the  lyrics  are  in  English,  and  several  songs 
are  instrumentals  —  with  the  pleasant  result  that  listen¬ 
ing  to  Handed  Down  really  transported  me  to  another 
realm.  The  beautiful  sounds  got  my  imagination  going, 
set  women  dancing  in  my  mind,  and  took  me  out  of  my 
own  moment  in  time.  It's  a  "natural  high"  if  ever  there 
was  one! 

The  Libana  group  includes  17  women,  playing  a 
wide  variety  of  instruments  from  the  tambourine  and 
accordian  to  the  suzalyn  and  dumbek. 

Judy  Small  is  an  Australian  who  has  been  ac¬ 
complishing  the  difficult  task  of  breaking  into  American 


many  other  women  musicians  are  heard  on  the  album. 

Of  Singers  and  Songwriters 

Ronnie  Gilbert's  The  Spirit  is  Free  is  a  showcase  for 
one  of  the  greatest  women's  voices  to  be  heard  today.  I 
don't  know  how  trained  ears  judge  voices,  but  Ronnie's 
emotion,  liveliness,  and  intimacy  is  my  standard  from 
now  on. 

The  choice  of  songs  is  satisfying,  too.  Gilbert  is  not  a 
songwriter;  instead,  she  gives  her  own  wonderful  inter¬ 
pretations  of  other  writers'  songs,  including  those  by 
Holly  Near,  Tom  Paxton,  Hank  Williams,  and  Boston's 
own  Betsy  Rose.  Ronnie  turns  each  of  these  songs  into 
her  own,  managing  to  overshadow  the  wonderful  per¬ 
formances  by  the  original  writers. 

It's  so  good  to  hear  new  interpretations  of  favorite 
songs:  if  our  music  is  indeed  political,  it  should  be 
disseminated  and  transformed  as  a  tribute  to  the 
strength  of  the  song  and  the  universality  of  the  issues 
raised.  Latin  American  "New  Song"  music  is  moving 
around  the  world  in  this  manner,  but  women's  music 
has  gotten  increasingly  centralized  and  formalized, 
focusing  so  much  on  solo  singer/songwriters. 

In  regard  to  solo  singer/songwriters,  two  albums 


women's  music.  One  Voice  in  the  Crowd  is  her  second 
album  to  be  distributed  here.  Probably  the  most  "un- 
American"  aspect  of  this  album,  compared  to  American 
women's  music,  is  this  statement  preceding  the  song  "If 
Ever  I  Sing  a  Love  Song":  "I  wrote  my  first  ever  love 
song  ten  years  ago.  This  is  my  second."  Judy's  songs 
cover  a  range  of  issues,  including  women  who  fight  for 
women's  rights,  Australia's  role  in  American  nuclear 
development,  and  a  positive  look  at  the  "spinster" 
school  teacher  and  the  "family  maiden  aunt." 

Canadian  Connie  Kaldor's  Moonlight  Grocery 
comes  out  of  the  folk  scene  more  than  women's  music, 
but  it  is  being  distributed  by  Redwood  in  their  growing 
effort  to  bring  together  women's.  New  Song,  and  pro¬ 
gressive  folk  music.  Kaldor  is  an  interesting  lyricist,  and 
it  is  easy  to  identify  with  her  imagery.  She's  also  an 
unabashed  romantic  of  the  most  extreme  kind,  with 
lines  like  "For  we  can  talk  without  speaking/we  can  see 
without  light/l'll  never  leave  you...." 

An  album  which  arrived  too  late  for  review,  but 
which  I'm  sure  you  will  want  to  look  for,  is  Sisterf ire!,  a 
live  album  from  the  multicultural  Sisterfire!  women's 
music  festival  which  takes  place  in  Washington,  D.C. 
each  June.  Holly  Near,  Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock,  and 


from  Olivia  Records  raise  issues  of  individual  expression 
versus  community  expectations.  When  Meg  Christian's 
From  the  Heart  came  out  last  winter,  complete  with  a 
picture  of  her  woman  guru  on  the  liner  notes,  I  was  so 
surprised  I  decided  not  to  review  it.  Her  previous  album, ! 
Turning  It  Over,  was  infused  with  the  spiritual 
philosophy  of  Alcoholics  Anonymous  and  related  pro¬ 
grams,  and  so  her  apparent  change  of  interest,  without 
any  explanation  of  either,  left  me  feeling  confused  as  to  i 
where  any  of  this  fits  into  women's  and  lesbian  music. 

This  winter,  Olivia  released  Cris  Williamson's 5now  j 
Angel ,  an  album  of  Christmas  songs  including 
everything  from  "Chestnuts  Roasting..."  to  "Three  j 
Kings  of  Orient."  There's  also  a  monologue  by  Cris  j 
describing  an  idyllic  family  Christmas  of  her  childhood. 
Snow  Angel  finally  put  From  the  Heart  into  perspective 
for  me.  The  women  of  Olivia  seem  to  be  focusing  on 
spirituality  and  religion,  and  doing  so  in  terms  of  their 
individual  religious  beliefs,  blatantly  rejecting  any  col¬ 
lective  prescriptions  about  lesbian  or  feminist  spirituali¬ 
ty- 

While  I  support  their  freedom  of  expression,  I  fear 
possible  consequences  for  women's  music.  Their  in¬ 
dividual  expression  excludes  others,  while  women's 


usic  has  generally  aimed  at  being  inclusive  of  all.  The 
bana  album  is  successfully  ecumenical,  perhaps  as  a 
suit  of  the  collective  nature  of  its  production.  For  a 
do  album  to  be  all-encompassing  would  most  likely 
ad  to  patent  tokenism,  and  in  that  sense  I'm  relieved 
ris  did  an  all-Christian  album,  rather  than  follow  an 
irlier  plan  to  include  songs  of  the  winter  holidays  of 
irious  religions.  However,  it  is  indeed  bizarre  to  hear 
mgs  about  Jesus  on  an  album  from  a  lesbian  feminist 
>rformer  and  record  company. 

The  reactions  I've  heard  to  this  album  have  run 
am  skepticism  to  disappointment  to  revulsion.  I  feel 
in.  It  seems  to  me  that  both  albums  have  a  relation- 
ijp  to  the  current  controversy  about  pornography  and 
msorship.  I  believe  that  lesbian  artists,  in  any  creative 
rm,  must  have  freedom  to  express  themselves.  Yet 
hen  what  they  express  is  considered  threatening  or  of- 
nsive  to  parts  of  our  community,  we  have  a  definite 
-oblem,  one  that  our  community  has  been  trying  to 
solve  for  several  years.  As  a  Jew  and  a  critic  of  nuclear 
milies,  the  emphasis  in  5now  Angel  on  the 
?nevolence  of  Christianity  and  the  joys  of  family  life 
iade  me  feel  isolated,  to  say  the  least.  I  have  come  to 
<pect  that  women's  music  will  promote  the  values  of 


anti-sexism  and  anti-racism;  this  album  certainly  raises 
the  "freedom  of  expression"  versus  "community  stan¬ 
dards"  argument  to  new  heights.  I  will  be  curious  to  see 
the  reaction  to  it,  particularly  among  the  women  who 
distribute  and  sell  women's  music. 

Musically,  neither  album  breaks  new  ground  for 
Cris  or  Meg.  There  is  one  stand-out  song  on  Cris'  album, 
'Hard  Candy  Christmas"  by  Carol  Hall,  which  was 
popularized  in  the  movie  Best  Little  Whore  in  Texas. 

Mellow  Music 

Mary  Watkins  has  been  doing  musical  production 
for  many  women's  music  albums  in  recent  years,  but 
she's  also  found  time  to  release  an  album  of  her  solo 
piano  compositions.  Spiritsong  is  a  solo  album  —  just 
Mary  and  her  piano  and  her  incredible  musical  talents.  I 
found  the  music  extremely  calming,  like  sitting  by  a  rip¬ 
pling  stream  or  watching  a  fireplace. 

Another  instrumental  album,  Debbie  Fier's  second 
release,  Firelight,  features  songs  by  Debbie  backed  by 
Mary  Watkins,  Jean  Fineberg,  Nydia  "Liberty"  Mata, 
and  Marilyn  Wilson.  Jazzy  piano  music  with  a 
nulticultural  intensity  characterizes  this  album.  The 
cover  congratulates  Boston  recording  engineer  Karen 
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Kane  for  making  this,  her  fiftieth  album. 

Beth  York  is  a  music  therapist  from  Atlanta,  and  her 
recording  Transformations  is  a  suitably  mellow  set  of 
mostly  instrumental,  calming  music.  She's  backed  up 
by  women  on  a  variety  of  instruments  including  oboe, 
flute,  and  synthesizer.  These  are  nice  sounds  for 
meditating,  relaxing,  or  recovering  from  heavy  metal 
binges. 

Women's  Music  Meets  Men's  Music? 

HARP  is  Holly  Near,  Arlo  Guthrie,  Ronnie  Gilbert, 
and  Pete  Seeger  singing  together  at  concerts  recorded 
live  in  September,  1 984.  The  basic  thrust  seems  to  be  to 
revive  the  sound  of  the  Weavers,  with  strong  male  and 
female  voices  blended.  The  songs  include  old  favorites 
like  "Jacob's  Ladder,"  new  songs  by  Arlo  Guthrie  and 
Holly  Near,  and  a  surprise  inclusion:  Holly  Near  singing 
a  bit  of  Marvin  Gaye's  "What's  Going  On."  One  of  Hol¬ 
ly's  new  songs  has  the  refrain  "Good  for  the  world  for 
coming  out/when  we  come  out  it's  good  for  the  world." 

Redwood  Records  is  distributing  two  albums  by 
Nicaraguan  musicians,  the  latest  in  a  progression  of  in¬ 
teractions  between  women's  music  and  the  Latin 
American  New  Song  movement.  Both  albums  are  pro¬ 


duced  by  mainstream  star  Jackson  Browne,  in  yet 
another  piece  of  crossover.  Browne  plays  backup 
guitar,  and  two  mainstream  backup  musicians,  Russ 
Kunkel  and  Craige  Doerge,  also  play  on  this  album. 

Guardabarranco  is  an  album  by  a  brother  and  sister 
duo,  Salvador  and  Katia  Cardenal  Barquero.  Two  songs 
are  by  Katia,  the  rest  by  Salvador.  The  sound  is  simple  — 
basically  two  voices  and  guitar,  much  like  American 
folk  music  in  the  '60s.  All  the  lyrics  are  in  Spanish,  but 
the  translations  show  such  breathtakingly  beautiful 
songs  that  I  urge  you  to  listen  to  this  music.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  "He  Is"  by  Salvador: 

He  is  dew  at  the  birth  of  day 
and  a  rainforest 
that  longs  for  sunlight 
to  dry  its  tears  of  darkness 

The  lyrics  are  simple  images  of  love,  emotions,  and 
Catholic  allusions.  This  style  is  typical  of  New  Song, 
which  has  developed  in  countries  where  repressive 
censorship  has  prevented  overt  political  expressions. 
The  seemingly  simple  images  have  much  more  loaded 
meanings  to  leftist  Latin  Americans  than  is  apparent  to 
those  of  us  who  live  with  relative  freedom  of  expression. 
I  assume  that  Redwood  hopes  to  reach  a  wide  audience 


with  this  implicit  style. 

Salvador  Bustos  is  more  topical  in  his  album 
Tragaluz  (Skylight).  In  "History  and  the  World  are  With 
Us,"  he  sings, 

This  daily  battle... 
belongs  to  the  workers 
who  have  Che  in  their  blood 
and  Ho  Chi  Minh  in  their  hearts 

Bustos  also  has  some  powerful  and  lovely  words  of 
love,  in  both  sexual  and  affectional  aspects.  This  is  a 
very  well-rounded  album,  exploring  many  themes.  It  is 
quite  simple  musically  —  just  an  acoustic  guitar  with 
minimal  backup. 

Both  of  these  albums  from  Nicaragua  have  a  tone 
and  an  urgency  —  perhaps  I  should  say  a  heart  and  an 
honesty  —  that  one  is  always  hoping  to  find  in  any  art.  It 
would  seem  that  it  is  the  circumstances  of  these  artists' 
|jves  _  deeply  immersed  in  a  revolution  in  their 
homeland  —  that  brings  this  about.  If  you  can't  quite 
put  human  faces  on  the  Nicaraguans,  I  urge  you  to  hear 
these.  Almost  every  North  American  progressive  musi¬ 
cian  has  done  songs  for  Nicaragua  and  surrounding 
countries  —  this  is  the  music  of  the  new  Nicaragua  itself. 

The  live  recording  of  Tom  Wilson  Weinberg's  Ten 
Percent  Revue  has  plenty  of  content  to  interest  both  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men.  In  the  cast  are  local  performers  Jean 
Gauthier  (who  also  served  as  musical  arranger),  Robin 
White  Portnoy,  Joey  Branden,  and  Eliot  Pilshaw.  Tom's 
clever  lyrics  cover  many  topics,  and  I  was  impressed 
with  his  sensitive  portrayal  of  lesbians  and  their  emo¬ 
tions. 

John  Buccino,  who  has  been  on  tour  playing  piano 
for  Holly  Near  and  Ronnie  Gilbert,  has  released  a  ter¬ 
rific  tape  called  On  the  Arrow.  His  songs  are  lively, 
clever,  and  musically  catchy.  I  recommend  them  to  gay 
men  especially,  although  this  lesbian  definitely  enjoyed 
them. 

Also  from  a  gay  man,  Mike  Craver's  Fishing  for 
Amour  has  a  diverse  selection  of  songs  in  a  cabaret 
style. 

Live  Music 

Some  outstanding  local  acts  have  been  playing 
around  Boston  this  fall.  Amelia  and  Jennifer  is  a  punky 
young  duo  who  do  very  original-sounding,  very  lesbian 
music.  Their  style  is  very  '80s,  but  their  sound  is  acoustic 
enough  for  folkier  types.  Opening  for  comedian  Kate 
Clinton's  Boston  show,  Patty  Larkin  did  an  impressive 
set  of  tender  music  and  hilarious  comedy.  Down  in  Pro¬ 
vidence,  Rhode  Island,  Laura  Berkson  is  presenting  an  act 

of  very  Jewish-identified,  very  woman-oriented  music 
that  I  greatly  enjoyed.  I  urge  everyone  who  can  to  check 
out  these  up-and-coming  artists. 

In  other  musical  news,  the  latest  newsletter  of  the 
Seneca  Women's  Peace  Camp  carries  the  news  that 
women  there  have  formed  the  Average  Dyke  Band  to 
share  songs  of  the  international  women's  peace  move¬ 
ment.  The  band  has  already  grown  to  dozens  of 
members  around  the  world  —  sounds  like  something 
we  can  all  join  in! 

The  following  records  are  distributed  by  Redwood 
Records,  476  Macarthur  Boulevard,  Oakland,  CA 
94609:  Linda  Tillery,  Secrets,  Ronnie  Gilbert,  The  Spirit 
is  Free,  Holly,  Arlo,  Ronnie,  Pete,  HARP,  Salvador 
Bustos,  Tragaluz,  Guardabarranco,  Si  Buscabas,  Judy 
Small,  One  Voice  in  the  Crowd,  and  Mary  Watkins, 
Spiritsong. 

The  following  records  are  distributed  by  Ladyslip- 
per,  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  3130,  Durham,  NC  27705:  Carole 
Etzler,  Thirteen  Ships,  Debbie  Fier,  Firelight,  Cris 
Williamson,  Snow  Angel,  Karen  Mackay,  Annie  Oakley 
Rides  Again,  Meg  Christian,  From  the  Heart,  Connie 
Kaldor,  Midnight  Grocery,  Labrys,  Turn  Around, 
Catherine  D' Amato,  First  Loves,  Beth  York,  Transforma¬ 
tions,  and  Sisterfire!  (The  Redwood  Records  are  also 
available  from  Ladyslipper.) 

Addresses  for  other  records  are:  Libana,  Handed 
Down,  from  Libana,  16A  Ivaloo  St.,  Somerville,  MA 
02143.  John  Buccino,  On  the  Arrow,  from  Dinasour 
Records,  1433  Santa  Monica  Boulevard,  No.  542,  San¬ 
ta  Monica,  CA  90404.  Tom  Wilson  Weinberg,  Ten  Per¬ 
cent  Revue,  from  Aboveground  Records,  Box  497, 
Boston,  MA  02112.  Mike  Craver,  Fighting  for  Amour, 
from  Mike  Craver,  Rt.  6,  Box  522,  Chapel  Hill,  NC 
27514. 

Hot  Wire,  a  national  women's  music  magazine,  is 
available  from  1321  W.  Rosedale,  Chicago,  IL  60660. 

Of  course,  I  recommend  you  check  first  at  your 
local  lesbian/gay  or  progressive  record/book  store  for  all 
of  the  above.  If  you  can't  find  stores  like  that  in  your 
area,  the  mail  order  services  of  Ladyslipper  and  Red¬ 
wood  will  send  them  to  your  door.  (There's  an  extra 
charge  for  postage.)  The  new  Ladyslipper  Catalogue  for 
1986  is  now  out  —  it  includes  a  poem  by  Abby  Smith 
and  Laurie  Fuchs  called  "Shopping  as  Therapy,"  with 
the  lines: 

Thousands  of  albums  by  women  musicians, 

Writers  and  comics  and  women  technicians. 

My  Ladyslipper  Catalog  arrived  here  today. 

I'll  sit  right  down  and  mail-order  away.... 

As  for  relationships,  I've  had  my  fill  — 

Purchasing  albums  will  not  make  you  ill! 


Centerspread  designed  by  Daniel  Emberley 
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GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 

?90  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
617-353  1500 


Stephen  Ansolabehere 

Attorney-at-Law 

Landlord/Lease  Problems 
Wills/Probate 
Real  Estate  Transactions 
Relationship  Contracts 
Estate  Planning 
Criminal  &  Civil  Trials 
Injury  Claims 
Partnerships/Corporations 

426-9244 

132  Boylston  Street 

Boston,  MA  021 16 


place 

32  RUTLAND  STREET 
BOSTON  MASSACHUSETTS  02118 


Hotline 

267-9150 


•Crisis  Intervention 
•  Information  &  Referrals 
•Alcohol  &  Drug  Problems 
•Stress  &  Depression/Suicide 
•Sexuality 
•Battering/Rape 
•Homelessness 
•Drop-In  Center 


Place  is  seeking  volunteers 
Use  your  life  experiences  as  tools  foi 
helping  others.  We  provide  training, 
supervision,  and  a  supportive 
community  In  which  to  learn,  develop 
and  practice  counseling  skills. 

Call  PLACE  282-3740 


RED  SUN  PRESS 

94  Green  Street  •  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 


Red  Sun  Press  does  high  quality 
offset  printing  and  provides 
typesetting  and  layout  services. 

We  are  a  union  shop  and  are  part 
of  the  movement  for  political,  economic 
and  social  change. 

^ 

Call  for  an  estimate,  524-6822  •  M-F  9:00-5:30 


Great  for  Groups 
small  and  large 


This  Year  Don't  Run  Away  from  Winter 
—  Enjoy  It  in  Stowe,  VT 

One  of  the  World's  Top  Ten  Ski  Resorts 

Famous  for  X-Country  and  Downhill  Skiing,  we  are  minutes 
from  the  slopes,  shops,  gourmet  restaurants  and  other  winter 
activities.  Complimentary  full  breakfast  in  our  fireplace  dining 
room.  Hot  tubs/spa  and  BYOB  fireplace  lounge/game  room. 
Five-day  midweek  ski  vacation  package  from  as  little  as  $105 
per  person  double  occupancy.  Five-day  lift  ticket  $110.  Other 
packages  available,  including  group  rates. 

(802)  253-7442  •  1390  Mountain  Rd.,  Stowe,  Vermont  05672 


Country  Lodge 


Open  Year-Round 
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Terrigno 

Continued  from  page  l 
that  we’ve  heard  about  so  many 
plots  thus  far  and  have  willingly 
believed  —  rather  than  think  the 
unthinkable.” 

Rumors  of  an  indictment  had 
spread  through  this  heavily  gay 
and  lesbian  community  since 
shortly  after  the  theoretically 
secret  investigation  began  in  1984. 

Much  of  the  information  about 
Ithe  specifics  of  Crossroads’ 
alleged  financial  mismanagement 
has  come  from  its  founder  and 
former  board  president,  long-time 
gay  activist  Morris  Kight.  When 
Terrigno  was  hired  in  May  1983  as 
Crossroads’  executive  director,  the 
agency  had  “good  management, 
high  morale  and  no  debt,”  Kight 
told  GCN,  claiming  that  the  agen¬ 
cy’s  financial  problems  occurred 
only  after  Terrigno  started.  Kight 
confirmed  that  he  had  been  inter¬ 
viewed  by  an  FBI  agent,  but  stated 
he  “had  nothing  to  say  to  the 
grand  jury.” 

While  Kight  maintains  that  the 
charges  of  financial  impropriety 
levelled  against  Terrigno  should 
not  be  treated  as  a  gay /lesbian 
concern,  some  activists  feel  that 
Terrigno  has  been  singled  out  by 
homophobic  federal  authorities. 

Maxine  Waters,  a  member  of  the 
Los  Angeles  delegation  to  the 
California  State  Assembly,  was 


quoted  in  the  New  York  Native  as 
saying  she  couldn’t  “help  but  be 
suspicious  when  we  see  this  kind  of 
thing,  because  of  the  traditional 
harassment  of  gays  and  lesbians.” 
Similarly,  shortly  after  the  indict¬ 
ment  was  issued,  lesbian  activist 
Sallie  Fiske,  a  close  friend  of  Ter- 
rigno’s,  said  the  entire  process 
“smacks  of  a  witchhunt.”  More 
recently,  Fiske  told  GCN,  “I  have 
confidence  in  [Terrigno’s]  integri¬ 
ty  and  her  good  will.  She  merits  the 
support  as  a  distinguished  lesbian 
politician.” 

One  aspect  of  the  case  receiving 
little  attention  is  the  use  of  a  grand 
jury  to  obtain  evidence.  Under  the 
grand  jury  system,  which  departs 
from  the  practice  of  allowing  an 
individual  to  face  his/her  accuser 
in  open  proceedings  with  an  at¬ 
torney  present,  a  U.S.  federal  at¬ 
torney  can  direct  a  grand  jury’s 
probe,  controlling  the  evidence 
and  non-public  testimony  that 
members  of  a  jury  will  hear. 
Grand  juries  have  been  used  in  the 
recent  past  to  harass  leftist 
political  activists.  One  feminist  at¬ 
torney,  Gloria  Allred,  commented 
to  the  Bay  Area  Reporter  that  the 
grand  jury  indictment  process  “is 
a  one-sided  process  that  takes 
place  in  secret.” 

According  to  sources,  Terrigno 


Rape 


Continued from  page  1 
lawyer  will  attempt  to  use  her  les¬ 
bianism  in  the  trial  to  prove  his 
client’s  innocence. 

The  rape  trial  is  scheduled  for 
Thursday  morning,  December  12, 
at  9:30  in  the  Suffolk  County 
Courthouse  in  Boston. 

Lesbians  from  the  Feminist 
Cluster,  a  direct  action  network  of 
women’s  affinity  groups  and  in¬ 
dividuals,  and  the  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Defense  Committee,  a  group 
organized  around  the 
Massachusetts  anti-lesbian  and 
-gay  foster  care,  will  be  gathering 


outside  the  courthouse  at  9:00 
a.m.  with  picket  signs  to  protest 
this  incidence  of  violence  against 
women  and  the  rising  incidence  of 
homophobic  attacks  against  les¬ 
bians.  For  more  information 
about  the  picket,  call  426-4469. 

In  another  case  of  violence 
against  a  lesbian,  the  arraignment 
of  Lee  Cunningham,  who 
assaulted  Linda  Nichols  in  Lynn, 
Mass,  on  September  28  (See  GCN, 
Vol.  13,  Nos.  13  &  19),  will  be  held 
December  13  at  Lynn  District 
Court  House. 


was  not  called  to  testify  before  the 
grand  jury.  Assistant  U.S.  At¬ 
torney  Richard  Callahan,  who 
directed  the  government’s  case, 
did  not  return  GCN' s  phone  calls. 

Additionally,  the  fact  that  the 
case  is  being  heard  at  the  federal 
court  level  rather  than  at  the  state 
or  municipal  level,  where  similar 
cases  have  usually  been  heard, 
means  that  Terrigno’s  attorney’s 
“rights  of  discovery”  are  cur¬ 
tailed.  Rights  of  discovery  refers  to 
the  access  a  defense  attorney  has  to 
evidence  gathered  by  the  prosecu¬ 
tion. 

While  most  additional  informa¬ 
tion  is  expected  to  become  public 
during  Terrigno’s  trial  next 
month,  sources  told  GCN  some 
other  revelations  may  emerge 

parlipr 

—  filed  from  Boston 

N.Y.  regs 

Continued  from  page  1 
sodomy  laws.  Humm  also  said 
that,  should  the  Supreme  Court 
uphold  the  Georgia  laws.  New 
York’s  sodomy  laws,  abolished  in 
1980,  could  likely  be  legally 
reinstated. 

Peter  Drago,  Governor 
Cuomo’s  liaison  to  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community,  objects  to  the 
comparison  between  the  PHC 
regulations  and  the  now-abolished 
sodomy  laws.  Drago  said  he  “does 
not  see  any  attempt  by  the  Gover¬ 
nor  or  his  administration  to  return 
to  the  sodomy  laws.”  Drago  does 
acknowledge,  however,  that  the 
regulation  is  “very  broad  when  it 
comes  to  the  definition  of 
establishment.” 

According  to  Humm,  the 
CLGR  is  asking  for  a  declaratory 
statement  from  the  court 
overturning  the  regulations.  The 
four  parties  named  as  defendants 
have  twenty  days  to  reply  to  the 
CLGR  complaint,  at  which  time 
the  court  will  gather  all  parties  in 
the  case  and  review  the  facts. 

—  filed  from  Boston 
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FIGHT  AIDS,  NOT  GAYS 

Research  &  Education,  Not  Discrimination 

PAM  Forum: 

The  Struggle  Against  AIDS 

Tues.  Dec.  17  7:00  p.m. 

Washington  Square  Methodist  Church 

1 35  West  Fourth  Street,  New  York  City 


Discuss  the  AIDS  crisis  and 
the  growing  united  action 
movement  to  strike  back 
against  it.  Hear: 

People  with  AIDS 

Parents  of  School-age 
Children 

Teachers 

Healthcare  Workers 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Activists 
Trade  Unionists 

Representatives  of  the 
People’s  Anti-War 
Mobilization  and  U.S.  Out 
of  Southern  Africa  Network 


People’s  Anfi-War  Mobilization 

19  West  21  Street,  #703,  New  York,  NY  10010 

(212)  741-0633 


EQUAL  RIGHTS  AND  AIDS.  How  to  stop  the 
right-wing  attacks  against  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity,  say  no  to  big  media  hysteria,  and  defend  the 
rights  of  people  with  AIDS  to  jobs,  housing,  education 
and  healthcare. 

HEALTHCARE,  NOT  WARFARE.  The  Reagan 
Administration  is  spending  billions  on  war  and  des¬ 
truction.  Star  Wars  alone  will  cost  more  than  $1 
trillion.  Funding  is  desperately  needed  for  AIDS  re¬ 
search,  education,  jobs  and  social  services  for  all, 
not  for  U.S.  wars  against  the  peoples  of  Africa,  Cen¬ 
tral  America,  the  Philippines,  and  the  Middle  East 
who  are  fighting  for  self-determination.  Declare 
war  en  AIDS!  Shut  down  military  spending,  not  gay 
gathering  places. 

SOLIDARITY,  NOT  SCAPEGOATS.  Gay  men, 
the  people  of  Africa,  and  Haitian  people  are  not 
responsible  for  the  AIDS  crisis.  Nor  are  IV  drug  users. 
It  is  the  callous  Reagan  administration  that  is  respon¬ 
sible  and  which  has  the  resources  to  launch  an  all-out 
"moon-shot''  effort  to  stop  AIDS.  A  broad  anti-AIDS 
movement  that  is  united  against  racism,  bigotry  and 
war  can  turn  around  the  government's  do-nothing 
policies  and  force  them  to  take  action. 

LET’S  UNITE.  The  courage  and  the  determination 
of  the  lesbian  and  gay  community,  anti-AIDS  activists, 
and  their  supporters  have  already  forced  Reagan  to 
allocate  some  funds  for  research,  but  more  funds  are 
urgently  needed.  Come  hear  what  everyone  needs 
to  know  about  the  AIDS  epidemic  and  about  the 
growing  movement  to  strike  back  against  it. 
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The  Dating  Game 

Continued from  page  7 


and  never  ask  what  the  entree  en¬ 
tails,  unless  you  want  ot  show  off 
and  ask  something  like,  “Tell  me, 
the  Vefour  puts  dill  in  their  sauce 
—  do  you?” 

You’ve  paid  the  bill  (hopefully 
by  credit  card  —  nothing  is  more 
vulgar  than  a  wad  of  bills  produc¬ 
ed  from  a  bulging  wallet)  and 
you’re  on  the  way  out  the  door.  It 
is  not  good  show  to  ask,  “I’m  hor¬ 
ny  —  wanna  go  home  with  me?” 
There  are  other,  more  subtle 
machinations  you  should  try, 
although  it  takes  a  little  work.  If 
you  want  the  evening  to  continue, 
you  should  suggest  an  activity 
which  you  will  both  genuinely  en¬ 
joy.  Saying  something  like, 
“There’s  a  good  Ernest  Borgnine 
movie  on  tonight  —  wanna  come 
over  and  watch?”  will  not  get 
many  results. 


drink,  you  could  line  up  a  par¬ 
ticularly  grand  evening  before¬ 
hand,  informing  your  date  in  ad¬ 
vance.  It  is  just  as  bad  to  spring  a 
show  on  an  unsuspecting  dinner 
companion  as  it  is  to  suggest  hop¬ 
ping  the  shuttle  to  catch  last  call  in 
Chicago. 

On  the  other  hand,  your  date 
might  be  in  the  mood  for  a  little 
tour  of  your  digs,  although  the 
proposition  must  be  handled  with 
care.  In  the  old  days,  you  would 
have  come  around  to  his  place  in 
your  car  or  with  a  cab,  but  that  is 
really  not  practical  any  more,  so 
the  times  being  what  they  are,  you 
have  probably  met  at  some 
mutually  agreed  upon  spot.  This 
gives  you  the  opportunity  to  say 
something  like,  “It’s  a  long  ride 
back  to  your  apartment  —  do  you 
want  to  get  a  cup  of  coffee  or 


It’s  not  good  show  to  ask ,  “I’m 
homy .  Wanna  go  home  with  me?’’ 

There  are  more  subtle 
machinations  you  should  try . 


My  favorite  trick  is  to  invite 
somebody  to  accompany  me  to  a 
favorite  little  watering  hole  1 
know.  You  can  do  the  same, 
although  ideally  it  should  be  near¬ 
by,  genuinely  a  cozy,  fun  place, 
and  somewhere  your  date  either 
has  never  been  to  or  has  wanted  to 
go  to  for  a  long  while.  People  love 
a  discovery  —  look  at  the 
phenomenal  success  of  Twiggy.  If 
you  are  not  in  the  mood  for  a 


something  first?”  Then  you 
delight  him  with  the  news  that  you 
just  bought  a  new  espresso 
machine.  Or  something  like  that. 
It  is  not  good  form  to  invite  some¬ 
one  to  your  place  to  examine  your 
collection  of  anything  unless  you 
have  agreed  that  it  is  mutually  in¬ 
teresting.  Thus,  you  could  say, 
“How  about  going  back  to  my 
place  for  a  cup  of  coffee  —  I  could 
show  you  those  bowls  I  picked  up 


Give  yourself  the  gift  of  health. 


•  hire  ininal  consultations  •  Nutritional  counseling 

•  Non-I'orce  techniques  •  Exercise  programs 


669  Somerville  Avenue,  Somerville,  MA  02143 

Near  the  Porter  Square  T  station 

(617)  628-9547 

insurance  accepted  MC  &  VISA  welt  tune 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


Suite  830 

50  Congress  Street 
Boston.  Mass  02109 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 
E  Orleans.  Mass  02643 


1  800  352  3185 


Coll  Toll  Free  1-400-3S1-31S5 


Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Services 


600  Washington  St,  Boston,  MA  02111 
542-5188 

Two  groups  are  now  forming  at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling 

Services  (GLCS): 

Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics 


A  time-limited  group  for  women  who  are  still  deeply  affected  by  the  family 
disease  of  alcoholism.  The  group  will  deal  with  the  issues  of  low  self¬ 
esteem;  trust  and  intimacy;  anger;  victimization;  and  relationships. 

Focus  will  be  on  tools  for  recovery  and  living. 


Friendship  &  Intimacy  for  Women 

A  time  limited  group  is  now  forming.  This  will  be  a  therapy,  support  group  in 
which  the  members  deal  with  issues  related  to  friendship  and  intimacy  in 
our  community. 

Far  more  info  on  either  group,  please  call  Sarah  Davis  Smith,  M.  Div.  at 

GLCS. 

GLCS  is  a  licensed  mental  health  clinic  which  has  been  serving  the 
community  since  1971. 


in  the  Kalihari....”  It  is  risky  to  in¬ 
vite  someone  over  to  view  your 
leather  gear,  your  collection  of 
male  erotica,  or  your  love  letters. 
Shy  away  from  things  like  auto¬ 
graphed  T-shirts  and  Norman 
Rockwell  prints.  And  relatives  and 
roommates,  that  goes  without  say¬ 
ing. 

If  you  can  get  this  cookie  back 
to  your  pad,  and  if  you’ve  been 
following  my  timely  advice  you 
should  be  able  to,  your  date  will 
probably  continue  into  the  next 
morning.  If  your  date  leaves  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  before  you 
have  done  anything  you  couldn’t 
describe  to  a  near  relative,  don’t 
consider  your  date  a  failure. 
You’ve  had  fun  and  a  good  meal, 
at  least,  and  those  are  two  com¬ 
modities  in  pretty  short  order 
nowadays.  However,  if  you’ve 
made  whoopee  and  your  guest 
decides  to  leave  before  dawn 
breaks,  he  is  a  cad,  and  if  you  ask 
him  to  leave  you,  should  be  sen¬ 
tenced  to  hard  labor  in  somewhere 
like  Iowa.  And  no  matter  how 
much  fun  you  are  having,  it  is 
sound  advice  to  get  at  least  a  cou¬ 
ple  hours  of  sleep  lest  you  become 
a  complete  physical  wreck  the  next 
day. 

The  next  morning  is  a  juicy  item 
for  discussion  but  it  will  have  to 
wait  until  sometime  in  the  future. 
However,  if  you  have  read  and 
understood  my  suggestions  there 
should  be  nothing  stopping  you 
from  filling  your  spare  moments 
with  pleasure  in  the  good  company 
of  a  new-found  friend.  Now  get 
cracking. 
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ALL  MUSIC!  ALL  FUN!  ALL  RAVES! 


“FOR0*DDEN  BROADWAY  MAY  K  THE 
BEST  THING  TO  HIT  BOSTON  SINCE 
‘A  CHORUS  UNE,’  'I  VITA,'  'LA  CAGE 
AUX  FOLLES,’  'DREAMOIRLS,'  AND 
'FIDDLER' ...  A  WICKED  DELIGHT!" 

— Kovln  K#«V,  Boston  Otobo 

“FORBIDDEN  BROADWAY  IS  A  HIT!*' 

—Chuck  Kroomof,  WCV8-TV 


"A  SPECIAL 
EVENING  ON 
THE  TOWN!” 

—Prank  Doran,  Will 

“WONDERFUL .  .  . 
FUN  .  .  .  NON-STOP 
SIDE-SPLITTING!" 

— Joyeo  Kuthowlk, 
WB2-TV 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 

Individual,  Couple  &  Group 
Counseling 

Call  247-4861,  ext.  58 

520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance  Accepted 


JEAN  A.  McCRAY 

Attorney-at-Law 

40  Trapelo  Road  484-8383 

Belmont,  M A  02178 


538'70?>7 


Let  5  Go  to  Brunch  l' 


JOHN  GRAVES 
Ph  D.,  L.S.W. 


Phone 

(617) 

266-2069 


Counseling  6 

Psychotherapy 

42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  MA  02215 
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309  Shawrr»ut  Ave 

Boston 

MA  02118 

338-5356 

Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 

Headaches,  Low  back  pain.  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Now  that  You  Have  A  Lover 

You  start  to  live  your  relationship.  Cope  with 
disapproving  parents.  Struggle  with  conflicts  over 
money,  power,  sex,  jealousy,  and  space. 

Help  is  available. 


South  End  Counseling 

Methuen;  687-4383 
Boston:  437-9643 


Gay  Community  News 
ADVERTISING 
REPRESENTATIVE 

This  is  an  excellent  position  for  someone 
seeking  part  time  work  on  a  free-lance  basis 
(20%  commission)  with  a  friendly  and 
progressive  organization.  You  must  be 
responsible,  assertive,  and  knowledgeable 
about  GCN  (or  willing  to  learn). 

Call  Laurie  Sherman  426-4469 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  Street 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02115  (617)  267-7573 


Open  Monday-Saturday  •  Appointment  necessary  —  evenings  available. 
Located  between  Auditorium  and  Symphony  Green  Line  T  stops, 
one  block  west  of  Massachusetts  Ave.  at  Berklee  College  of  Music. 

SENSITIVE,  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH  CARE 

Podiatry  •  General  Medicine  •  Family  Planning  •  Women's  Health 
•  Geriatrics  •  Mental  Health  •  Sports  Medicine  •  Nutrition  • 
Minor  Surgery  •  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  •  Dermatology 

-  24-HOUR  ON-CALL  EMERGENCY  SERVICE 

-  OPEN  TO  ALL  REGARDLESS  OF  RESIDENCE 

-  REASONABLE  FEES/PAYMENT  PLANS 

-  MAJOR  INSURANCE  AND  VISA/MASTERCARD  ACCEPTED 


THE  GAY /LESBIAN  COMMUNITY’S  HEALTH 
CENTER  SINCE  1971 
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"D0N7  ASK  QUESTIONS,  JUST  GO  &  ENJOY" 


Michael  Feingold 
The  Village  Voice 


TRIANGLE  THEATER  COMRANY 

presents  the  Boston  Premiere  of 


i'C 


LMNG  LEG-ENDS 

TMMiMgjMZ. 

December  4-7  &  10-14 
8:00  Curtain 

The  "Paramount  Penthouse'  Theater 
58  Berkeley  St. 

(in  the  South  End) 

Tickets  $12.00 

"Towering  madness... 
consummate  silliness" 

-  New  York  Native 

Call  353-0434  for  Reservations 

TICKETS  ALSO  AVAILABLE  AT  THE  BOSTIX  BOOTH  IN  FANEUIL  HALL 


SAFER  SEX 

with  MAN-TO-MAN  Condoms 

Specifically  Designed  for  the.  Gay  Man 

□  1  box  of  3  @  $4.50  □  5  boxes  of  3  (S  $21.00  t^,sc#.e 
NJ  residents  add  6%  sales  tax 

Name _ - — 


Street 

City. 


_  State  _ 


_  Zip 


Lesbian.- owrud 

CHOICES  PO  Box  104  \  •  Lambertville,  NJ  08530 


-Floram  Travel,  Inc. - 

1-800-524-2143 

All  Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 
No  Service  Charges 
Lowest  Prices 


Low 
Low  Low 
Rates  on 
Air-Hotels- 
Cars  &  Ships 


Exotic  Ports 
Exciting  Cruises 
Romantic  Resorts 


THE  BUSINESS  GUIDE 

_ _ 


This  guide  provides  a  listing  of  lesbian  and  gay 


J,  staffed, 

or  supportive  businesses  and  services.  For  details  about  having 
your  business  listed  for  just  $100  per  year,  please  call  Laurie 
Sherman  at  426-4469. 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

CINEMA 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

TREMONT  ART  1  &  2 

22  Edgerly  Road 

204  Tremont  Street 

Boston,  MA  02115 

Boston,  MA  02111 

(617)  267-2262 

482-4662 

ACCOUNTING/BOOKKEEPING 

CLEANING 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 

GRIMESOLVERS! 

634  Mass  Ave. 

Residential  and  Commercial 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

Cleaning  Service 

(617)  547-71  17 

501  Shirley  Street 

AUDITING/TAXES 

Winthrop,  MA  02152 

846-5146 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 

Certified  Public  Accountant 

COMPUTER  CONSULTING 

160  State  Street 

JUDY  HOUSMAN 

Boston,  MA  02109 

MICROSOLVE 

523-1060 

285  Harvard  St.  206 

BOOKSTORES 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

CLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

354-2365 

43  Winter  Street 

Boston,  MA  02108 

DATING  SERVICES 

(617)  542-0144 

BUDDY'S 

New  England  Area 

NEW  WORDS 

(603)  880-7625 

A  WOMEN  S  BOOKSTORE 

186  Hampsf  re  Street 

DENTISTRY 

Cambridge,  /  LA  02139 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 

876-5310 

DR.  PAUL  CROIPEN 

1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

CABINET  MAKING 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 

GREAT  EASTERN  WOODWORKS 
ELIZABETH  REGAN 

)OHN  BARNA  & 

Howard  Street 

AMY  WETTER 

Wilton,  NH  03086 

790  Boylston  Street 

(603)  654-6730 

Boston,  MA  02199 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 

353-1500 

DOC  TRAINING 

HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING  CENTER 

699  Somerville  Av. 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 

Somerville,  MA  02143 

Medford,  MA 

628-9547 

782-1952 

Dr.  NANCY  GROSSMAN 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

1018  Beacon  Street 

B.8.V.M.  ELECTRICAL 

Brookline,  MA  02146 

296-0553 

277-7703 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

678  Mass  Av. 

678  Mass  Ave 

Suite  405 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

497-2019 

864-1197 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL  DESIGN 

375  Harvard  Street 

1 2  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Brookline.  MA  02146 

Watertown  Sq.,  Ma 

232-7200 

926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM  FOR 
WOMEN 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
576-1493 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  Ma.  02109 
1-800-352-3185 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence, MA  01840 
683-7676 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 

MARGARET  M.  LAPRE 

INSURANCE 

697  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-8187 

ROGERS  &  DINIS 
INSURANCE 
404  Mass  Av. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-3040 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyer  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Kenmore  Sq. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7860 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 

Westborough,  MA  01581 
366-8576 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING,  cont. 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
600  Washington  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
Room  219 
542-5188 

FRANCIS  CIAMBRONE, 

MA  Counseling 
1 10  Orchard  St. 

Somerville  Ma.  02144 
628-6988 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
267-7573 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 
25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  021 1 6 
739-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

MOVERS 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  CO. 
641-1234 

PIANO  TUNING/REPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  #29 
Boston,  MA  02115 
536-0526 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 


PRINTING  131 
131  Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
723-5130 

REAL  ESTATE 

RACHAEL  REALTY  CO.,  INC. 

318  Harvard  St.  No.  31 
The  Arcade  Bldg. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 

SOUTH  BAY  REALTY 
105  W.  Newton  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

RESUMES 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
634  Mass  Av. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
547-71  17 

ROLFING 

LISA  TACKLEY 
Certified  Rolfer 
Cambridge,  MA 
782-1952 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PI .,  MA  02 1 30 
524-7565 

T-SHIRT  PRINTING 

COMMUNITY  GRAPHIC  SERVICES 
Linda  Hall,  Jan  Savoy, 

Anni  Waterflow 
152  Plymouth  St. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
288-3106/294-1948 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

NOBSCOTT  TRAVEL  AND  SHUTTLE 
SERVICE 
795  Water  Street 
Framingham,  MA  01701 
877-2278 
235-2040 
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Classifieds 

GCN  SPECIAL 

FOR  A  LIMITED  TIME  ONLY! 

ALL  PERSONAL  ADS  WILL  BE  $1 
FOR  THE  FIRST  FOUR  LINES 
TAKE  A  CHANCE 
AND  MEET  THE  ONE 
YOU’VE  BEEN  LOOKING  FOR! 

This  offer  is  good  only  for  personal  ads 
and  all  other  charges  (box  numbers,  addi¬ 
tional  lines,  etc.)  remain  the  same. 


DEAR  ADVERTISER 
It  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not  a  required 
formula;  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary. 
GM  or  GF  would  do  as  well. _ Q 

PERSONALS 


GWF,  36,  caring,  honest  who  would  like 
to  get  to  know  local  gay  woman  30-40, 
for  writing,  dining,  dancing  and  quiet 
times.  Please  write  D.B.  P.O.  Box  8342 
Lowell,  MA  01853. _  (22) 

GWF,  29,  I  am  and  I  want  an  intelligent 
warm  sensitive  romantic  woman  who 
has  a  good  sense  of  humor  and  likes  to 
enjoy  life  and  everything  in  it.  I  am  not 
into  games,  temper  tantrums  or 
jealousy  just  sincerity.  Is  it  too  late  or 
is  there  a  woman  out  there  willing  to 
take  a  chance  in  life  on  a  possible  but 
sure  thing?  Watch  it  though  you  may 
just  be  playing  with  fire.  P.O.  Box  2015, 
Wakefield,  MA  01880. _ (22) 

GWM,  18-25,  wanted  4A  friend  who  has 
old  fashion  values,  non  promiscuous. 
Ad  by  successful  wm,  37, 
(clncut/clnshavn),  have  my  own  car, 
home!  Write  P.O.  Box  1489  Boston 
02205. _ (39) 

LAST  CHANCE  FOR  FREEDOM 
Prisoner  facing  45  years  for  one  check! 
No  family!  Need  help  from  gay  Bros’ 
and  Sis’.  I  only  need  $1000  to  free 
myself  from  this  mess.  But  can’t  get  it 
in  here.  If  you  can  only  send  a  few 
dollars  it  will  help!  Any  support  will  be 
remembered,  thank  you.  Lyn  Hauber 
Box  99  Framingham,  MA  01701.  (24) 

RU  18-25?  Do  U  like  to  go  out  to  dinner, 
movies,  weekend  travel!  I’m  a  proffes- 
sional  successful  wm,  37,  who  lives 

alone,  own  home  on  bus  line!  P.O.  Box 
1489  Bos.  02205. _ (39) 

F,  24,  seeking  gf  (or  gm  who  thinks  he  is 
a  lesbian)  for  politically  incorrect  rela¬ 
tionship.  SF  fan,  sugar  junkie,  MTV- 
head,  pet  keeper,  mall-goer--but  deep. 
Toddler  daughter.  Terry  P.O.  Box  2344, 
Pgh  PA  15219. _ (25) 

Cute,  feminine  gwf,  32,  non-smoker, 
good  sense  of  humor,  seeks  same  for 
friendship,  maybe  more.  I  love  music, 
films,  cooking.  Boston  area.  P.O.  Box 
1032,  Concord,  MA  01742. _ (24) 

SLAVE  TO  BEAUTY 
GM  gd  Ikng  athletic  ivy  grad,  36,  lean 
hard  59",  140  lbs.,  blue  eyes,  br  hair, 
cln  shvn  will  serve  dom  college  men 
18-25,  explore  safe  fun  with  jockstr 
sneaks,  spanking,  JO,  light  SM.  You’re 
slim  muscled  perfect  get  the  worship 
you  deserve.  Box  1397  Cambridge  MA 
02142. _ (24) 

Non-smoking,  no  drugs  wm,  18-25, 
without  mustache  wanted  but  must 
have  values,  intelligence  (prefer  blond 
college  athlete).  Ad  by  wm,  37.  P.O.  Box 
1489  Boston  02205. _ (39) 

FREE  MEN’S  HAICUT 

Evenings  Mondays  -  Fridays,  also  Sat. 
and  Sundays.  Watertown  926-5209  (17) 

Thin,  attrac.  LF,22,  seeks  hot  sex. 
Good  conversation  a  plus.  I  like  danc¬ 
ing,  eating  &  talking.  Weird  humor, 
Talking  Heads,  whipped  cream,  no 
smokers.  Creative?  Box  289. _ (22) 

P.W.A. 

GWM  33,  5’10"  135  attractive  looking  to 
meet  another  person  with  AIDS  to 
develop  a  relationship.  I’m  healthy  with 
positive  attitude.  Many  interests.  Box 
2  8  6 

_ (23) 


GWM,  24,  non-hairy,  very  muscular 
Italian,  6',  175,  30"  waist,  9"cir, 
specifically!  want!!  a  dynamite! 
hairless! 

blond!!!  (Boy  18-20)Movie  star!  Jeff 
628-0124 


40-year-old  male  who  lives  on  lake  in 
Maine  is  looking  for  male  18-35  who 
wants  to  get  off  the  street.  Must  be  will¬ 
ing  to  help  out  and  be  interested  in  sex. 
Ideal  for  outdoor  type;  good  area  for 
snowmobiling,  etc.  Reply  Box  292.  (22) 


Amiable  gwm,  38,  wants  young  18-24, 
non-smoking,  blond,  clncut/shaven  stu¬ 
dent  escort  on  a  regular  basis!  I  have 
Boston  home  on  the  MBTA  line!  John 
265-3595.  Best  time  to  call  7-11  pm.  (34) 

INTERESTED  IN  FATHERHOOD? 
Lesbian  seeks  sperm  donor. 
Anonymity/participation  in  child  rear¬ 
ing  negotiable.  Serious  inquiries  only. 
Confidential.  P.O.  Box  60, 

Westborough,  MA  01581. _ (29) 


WHAT  GOOD  IS  SITTING  ALONE 
IN  YOUR  ROOM 

Tired  of  the  bars?  Looking  for  an  alter¬ 
native?  Then  come  to  GCN  Friday 
nights.  Help  us  mail  out  the  paper,  and 
meet  people  too.  Come  for  an  hour, 
come  for  the  evening,  come  to  167  Tre- 
mont  Street,  5th  floor  (near  Boylston 
and  Park  Street  “T”  stops)  anytime 
after  6  PM.  If  the  door  is  locked,  buzz  us 
on  the  intercom  located  outside  the 
front  door, _ (c) 

Simply  -  I’m  a  very  busy  cleancut  Irish 
wm  busnsmn  who  would  like  to  date  a 
cute  Bos?  guy  18-26.  Movies,  dinner 
and  relationship?  PO  Box  1210  Boston, 
M  A  02205. _ (34) 

Actor/dancer  singer  student  wm  18-21 
who’s  struggling,  who  needs  support; 
who  would  like  to  meet  a  conservative 
secure  cleancut  wm  (under  40)  who’s 
more  practical  than  romantic,  profes¬ 
sional  well  off,  compromising!  Write  a 
letter,  phone,  photo.  Perhaps  Copley 
for  lunch.  Bob  Pleasant  PO  Box  699, 
Bos,  MA  02125.  _ (25) 

Bi  guy,  very  young  39,  59 ",  175  lbs., 
looking  for  (ideally)  tall  slender  men  for 
sex,  friendship,  movies,  fitness,  etc; 
maybe  more.  Be  sincere.  Box  269.  (29) 

Lesbian  and  heterosexual  mothers  with 
child  from  12  to  22  needed  to  complete 
30  min.  confidential  questionaire;  sti¬ 
pend  and  results  to  all  participants.  For 
postage  prepaid  packet  contact  Teresa 
Giuliani  1988  Calaveras  Drive  Pittsburg 
CA  94565  or  call  (415)  458-4668.  (23) 

DESPERATELY  SEEKING  SPERM 
Lesbian  seeks  sperm  donor.  Musy  be 
alcohol/drug  free.  Anonymity/participa¬ 
tion  in  child  rearing  negotiable.  Jewish 
man  especially  desired.  Serious  in¬ 
quiries  only.  Send  photo/short  history 
to  Box  291. _ (22) 

YOUNG  GOODLOOKING  GUY 
WANTED 

Wanted  one  beautiful  cute  gwm,  18-24, 
cleancut/cleanshaven,  non-smoker  who 
is  into  going  out  to  dinner,  movies, 
weekend  travel,  and  a  whole  lot  more. 
Ad  is  placed  by  a  cleancut,  sucessful 
professional  gwm,  37,  who  has  his  own 
home  (live  alone),  car,  on  MBTA  in 
Boston!  John  PO  Box  1489,  Boston  MA 
02205-1489. _ (25) 

L,  gentle,  good-hearted,  introspective, 
yet  fun-loving.  Non-restrictive  clothing, 
20,  seeks  similar,  age  open.  PO  Box 
2383  Fitchburg  MA  01420, _ (23) 

GAY  BLACK  MALE  ONLY 

GWM,  40,  slender,  attractive,  straight 
appearing,  professional,  sincere  and 
masculine  seeks  gay  black  male  only 
(20-40),  working  guy  or  financially  able 
student  for  happy,  caring,  affectionate 
relationship  and  possible  roommate. 
You  should  be  stable  with  muscular 
build  and  straight  looking.  Call 
536-2693. _ (23) 

GWM  young  33,  6'1 ",  175-dk  br/br 
moustache-into  clscl  mus,  film,  gym, 
jog,  dinners,  psnl  growth,  some  dncg, 
gnl  intell  interests.  Seeks  GWM-18  +  , 
muscular,  athletic,  sim  interests,  for 
friend,  safe  sex,  rlnshp.  Prefer 
red/blonde  hair,  wt-lifter,  non-smkg,  but 
not  nec.  Box  287 _  (28) 

PUBLICATIONS 


off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  jour¬ 
nalism.  We  bring  feminist  national/intemational 
news  analysis  and  reviews  each  month.  $1 1 
year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs); 
$20  institutional  fee.  Sample  -  $3  for  3  issues! 
Write  off  our  backs.  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd,  NW,  Rm  212,  Washington,  D.C.  200Q9.(ex) 


OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman 
S/M.  Diverse  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M 
fact,  fiction  and  photos.  $1 1/yr.  Single 
issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  P.O.  Box  23,  Somerville, 
_  MA  02143. _ (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION  j 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  &  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree,  who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub.  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  263G,  SF,  CA 
94114. _ (14/18) 


GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay.  women  and 
minority  struggles,  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer  4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept. 
GCN,  33  W  17th  St.,  NY  NY  10011.  (ex) 


FOR  SALE 


Well-equipped  55seat  restaurant, 
upstate  NY  college  town.  3’/2  hrs  NYC 
or  Boston.  Suit.  French,  Nat.  Foods, 
Chinese,  Mexican/other  ethnic  Spec. 
$36,000.,  terms.  Inq  to  L.F.R..  PO  Box 
158,  Summit,  NY  12175  or 
(518)234-3007. _ (22) 

MOVERS _ 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 

Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU#  25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 

Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MPDU  #24430 
Tel  661-2958 

_ (1) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 

Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overttime  charges  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

_ (1) 


Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  Insured 
MPDU  #24184 
522-0826 

_ (1) 


From  $18  /  hr. 

•  MAXI-VANS 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  Lie.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


SERVICES 


GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 

Openings.  Group  focus  is  on  intimacy, 
gay  idenity,  relationships.  Individual 
therapy  is  also  available.  Sliding  fee. 
Call  Fra ncis  Giambrone  at  628-6988  (yr) 


RESUMES  THAT  WORK 
$25 

includes  consultation 
and  completed  resume 
787-4252 


A  +  D  CLEANING  SERVICE 

Homes  and  offices.  Fast,  dependable 
and  reasonable.  Call  267-1019  or 
284-6998. _ (24) 

WOMEN’S  CRAFT  MARKET 

Weekends  Dec  7—22.  Buy  your  holiday 
treats  from  our  women-made  goods. 
Downstairs  at  186  Hampshire  St.  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Sat.  11—5,  Sun  12—5.  Everyone 
welcomed. _ (23) 

SERVICES 

Exquisite  calligraphy.  Give  a  gift  in 
beautiful  hand-lettered,  script.  Poems, 
sentiments,  invitations,  etc.  395-1405. 
_ (23) 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

LOBBYIST 

To  work  on  AIDS  &  other  civil  rights 
issues  affecting  the  gay/lesbian  com¬ 
munity.  Primary  work  w/federal  govt., 
some  travel  and  technical 
assistance/organizing  with  community 
groups.  Decent  salary.  EOE.  Women, 
minorities  especially  encouraged  to  ap¬ 
ply.  Send  resume,  writing  sample,  to 
NGLTF,  2335  18  St.  NW,  Washington, 
DC  20009.  No  calls  please. _ (25) 

FULL-TIME  FUNDRAISER 
For  the  New  England  Central  America 
Network.  NECAN  is  a  network  of  75 
grassroots  Central  America  commit¬ 
tees  in  the  6  New  England  states  and  is 
with  the  3  national  solidarity  networks. 
Fundraising  experience  not  required 
but  must  have  good  organizing,  writing 
and  speaking  skills.  Application 
deadline  January  1st.  $750/month  take- 
home  pay  plus  benefits.  Send  resume, 
writing  sample  and  references  to 
NECAN  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge, 
MA  02138.  Phone  (617)  491-4205  for  fur- 
ther  information. _ (23) 


HELP  WANTED 

1  full — time  and  1  part — time  salesper¬ 
son  for  advertising  in  established 
publishing  Co.  Base  and  commission. 
Experience  helpful  but  not  necessary. 
We  will  train.  723-5130. _ (24) 

JOBS  SOUGHT 

PLUMBERS  APPRENTICESHIP 

GM  seeks  plumbers  apprenticeship  in 
Greater  Boston  area.  Can  work  for  low 
wages  while  training.  To  set  up  inter¬ 
view  call  442-4980  ask  for  Dave  or  write 
to  Box  290. _ (22) 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations.  AA  groups.  Pars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores.  businesses .  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organizations,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc  .  etc  .  etc  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  too1 ) 
USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  S3  50;  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  S3  50;  Alabama  Arkansas 
N  &  S  Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Louisiana.  Mississippi.  Missouri.  New 
Mexico,  Oklahoma.  Puerto  Rico,  Tennessee. 
Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  S3. 50;  Connecticut 
Delaware,  District  of  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland. 
Massachusetts.  New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylva¬ 
nia.  Rhode  Island.  Vermont.  W  Virginia 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  lor  men 

S20;  The  rest  ol  the  world  does  not  include  USA  or 
Canada,  men  s  coverage  only 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station. 
NY.  NY  10014  212-929-7720  All  books  discreetly 
by  first  class  mail .  your  name  kept  strictly  contiden- 
tial  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  tor  further 
mtormation.  send  stamped  self- addressed 
business-size  envelope  Please  contact  us  tor 
prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order  trom  Gian 
Day  Books.  548A  Yonge  St. .  Toronto.  Ontario  M4’f 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  lor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


l9s(!ch\c(  lesbians  oAAagci^ine 

~  Hawaii’s  Lesbian  Hews,  Art, 

Fiction,  Poetry,  Music, 
Politics,  i  Humor  monthly 

S15  yr.  eXsY  Sample  copy  $2  made  payable  tos 
Moonarts  Publishers,  P.O.  Box  1371,  Honolulu,  HI.  96807 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 

NAME _ 

STREET  _ 

CITY _ _ STATE _ 

PHONE  ( _ ) _ _ 

Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 

Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


APT. 

ZIP 


Category: 


i 


Bold  Headlines: 


1st  4  Lines 
or  part  thereof: 


or  part  thereof: 


Business 

X 

2.00 

Non-Business 

X 

1.00 

Business 

7.00 

Non-Business 

5.00 

Business 

.  X 

.75 

Non-Business 

X 

.50 

TOTAL 

|  SPECIAL  RATES  FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS 

I  PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
|  ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

|  Return  this  form  and  payment  to 
n  GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 

^5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


Display (Boxed)Classifieds:  Col.  inches 
or  part  thereof:  xipnn  =  _ 

TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add)  =  _ 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  =  _ 

SUBTOTAL  =  _ 


DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 

10%  = 

for  21-30  consec.  wks. 

15%  = 

for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

20%  = 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

= 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks 

.  5.00  = 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ 

xl.00  = 

TOTAL  = 


I 
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TRY  GCN’s 
“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

(Ads  will  not  be  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want  the 
ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted  only  on 
Mondays  and  Thursdays  from  10  a.m.-l  p.m.) 


ROOMMATES 


HOUSEMATE  WANTED 

3  F  women  seek  4th  for  lovely  JP  home. 
Musical,  sharing,  indep.,  sense  of 
humor, 28-35  years.  L/Bis.  $275  + util. 
524-0424  or  522-4219.  Avail  winter.  (22) 

FRIENDLY  EAST  WATERTOWN 
Independent  professional  semi-veg  gm 
seeks  same  for  large  2  br  quiet  st.  Park¬ 
ing,  near  bus  to  Harvard  Square.  No 
smoke,  pets.  $300  +  .  Avail.  1/1. 
923-9440.  6—10  and  10—10  weekends. 
_ (23) 

INDEPENDENT  ROOMMATE 

To  share  large  2  br  in  Winthrop  20  mins 
to  Boston  by  T,  bus  stops  at  door.  M/F 
who  wants  tennis,  sunning,  beach, 
health  club,  cable  for  Dec.  1st.  $325  all 
bills.  Call  Dave  846-8462.  Keep  trying. 
_  (24) 

Somerville  L39  +2  kittens  Ikng  for 
L30  +  to  share  Ivly  spacious  apt  conv  to 
Davis  +  Porter  Sq  1st  fir  of  hse  w/d  in 
hse  avail  Dec  or  Jan  250+ util. 
625-4298. _ (21) 

LF,  33  and  3  mo.  old  infant  seek  friendly 
LF  roommate  to  share  beaut,  pondside 
J.P.  apt.  No  drugs  or  alcohol.  No  pets. 
$230  + util.  Julie  522-2626. _ (22) 

Cleve  Cir:  2F  sk  indpt  f  23  + .  Scruffy 
basement  apt  w/windows  nr  3  T  lines. 
We're  friendly,  considerate  and  respect 
privacy.  Non-neatniks,  but  no  pets, 
cigs.  $200  mo  incl.  heat.  739-6566.  (22) 

SALEM,  MA  AVAIL.  1-1-86 
2  LF’s,  14  yo,  1  dog,  seek  If  for  large 
house  near  ocean.  Rent  $250  +  ,  no 
more  pets,  smkg  and  drug  free.  (617) 
745-5220. _ (24) 


ROOMEZE 

LESBIAN/GAY- 

FEMINIST- 

Roomnmte  Matching  Service 

$15  fee 

Confidentiality  Assured 

CALL  641-3095 
M-F  9-6/Sat  12-5 


& 


F  ROOMMATE  WANTED 

2  LF’s  seeking  3rd  f  for  3  bed  apt.  in  JP, 
very  near  pond.  Beautiful,  sunny, 
woodfloors,  fireplace,  laundry,  storage, 
roofdeck.  (Have  a  dog,  no  more  pets). 
Exp.  chef  prefered.  $360  heated.  Dec. 
1st.  or  as  soon  as  possible.  522-1953  if 
not  in  please  leave  message. _ (20) 

LF  seeks  friendly  If  to  share  large  2 
bedroom  w/porches.  Ros/JP  line  nearT. 
Chem  and  smoke  free,  sorry  no  more 
pets  (cats).  $200  +  .  Available  Dec.  1st. 
Call  327-3193. _ (2Q) 

CAMBRIDGE— SOMERVILLE 
Middle-aged  ,  bisexual  man  wishes  to 
share  small  apartment  with  stable, 
emotionally  mature,  financially  respon¬ 
sible,  communicative,  considerate  and 
cooperative  person  or  couple.  No  pets 
or  drugs  pfease.  Call  David  at  923-0082 
at  any  hour.  (c) 

HOUSING  WANTED 

Own  br  in  loving  holistic  house  by  prof 
L  30,  in  shape,  veg  macro,  good  cook. 
Clean  friendly  resp.  Prefer  Brkl  Vic.  Call 
Tally  8-9  am  ASAP  731-9231.  (22) 

APARTMENTS 

BROOKLINE  •  BOSTON  LINE 

Best  location  in  Brkln.  Walk  to  med 
school,  BU,  Kenmore  Sq.  4  rm,  2  bth,  kit, 
3rd  fl,  mother-in-law  apt.  in  large  house, 
prefer  quiet  person,  single  or  couple, 
student  or  prof.  $1000/mo  includes  all 
utilities.  277-4977. _ _ (23) 

RESORTS  


VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 

Bed  and  cont.  breakfast  for  Lesbians 
and  Gay  men  in  a  country  village  house. 
2  hours  from  Boston.  Year  round.  Near 
lakes,  hikes,  skiing.  Dave  and  Mike 
(802)  348-7840 _ (yr). 

THE  GREENHOUSE 

Women’s  Guesthouse,  cozy,  comfor¬ 
table,  parking,  cont.  bkfst,  off  season 
rates.  18  Pearl  St.,  Box  22  P’town  MA, 
02657.(617)487-2270.  (O) 


GCN  GA  Y  AND  LESBIAN 
PRISONER  PROJECT 
I  We  send  free  papers,  books  (when 
J  they  are  donated  and  money  for 
I  postage  is  available),  and  run  free 
\  penpal  ads.  (There's  sometimes  a 
I  long  waiting  list  because  of  limited 
I  space.)  As  we  get  more  volunteers 
I  we'll  be  looking  for  other  ways  to 
I  make  the  connections  between  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  behind  bars  and 
I  those  of  us  on  the  outside.  If  you  can 
I  help  with  your  time  or  a  contribu- 
I  tion  of  mainly  gay  paperbacks  or  of  \ 
I  money),  we  are  at  167  Tremont, 

\  Boston,  MA  02 III.  THANKS! 


GABRIEL’S 

Guest  rooms  and  apartments.  Centrally 
located.  Hot  tub,  garden  patio,  cable  tv, 
coffee.  104  Bradford  St.  Provincetown, 
MA  02657.  Reservations:  (617)  487-3232. 
Open  year  round. _ (yr) 

CKECK’ER  OUT  AT  THE 
CHECK’ER  INN 

Double  rooms,  coffee  bt  fireside,  pkg, 
apts.  also  available.  1  block  bay,  open 
year  round.  487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St. 
P’town,  MA  02657  _ (yr) 

BED  &  BREAKFAST  IN  N.Y. 

Enjoy  a  decadent  weekend  in  a  charm¬ 
ing,  lesbian  owned,  N.Y.  brownstone- 
only  1  subway  stop  from  Manhattan.  Be 
pampered  by  having  breakfast  served 
in  bed,  and  sipping  a  complimentary 
bottle  of  champagne  on  arrival.  For 
more  information  call  718-625-2653.  The 
RADCLYFFE  HALL  or  718-522-2828 

(si  7) 


Ftasr  plow 


TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  ANO  OUT  OFl 
PRISON  FIOHT  AOAINST  THEIR  BONOAGEl 
|AI«ianda>  BadimAn.  Prison  Memoirs  ot  «n| 

»ni/chl»0- 


[Attractive,  warm,  understanding,  with] 
|  a  very  good  personality,  would  like  to  I 
|  meet  women  who  are  serious,  and  do  I 
not  want  to  play  games.  Carrie  [ 
McLEAN,  Box  535,  Jessup  MD  20794 
I’m  a  20  yr  old  female  seeking  a| 
female  friend.  I  enjoy  writing  and  out- 1 
door  sports.  I’m  very  understanding, 
mature,  honest  and  open-minded.  I 
like  animals,  wildlife  and  am  very| 
lonely  for  a  friend.  Teresa  TANKERS- 
LEY,  488714,  Box  8540  (No.491),  Pem- 
|  broke  Pines  FL  33024, _ 

Female,  young  36,  seeks  penpals  of  I 
varied  backgrounds.  Interests  in- 1 
elude,  but  not  limited  to  literature, [ 
writing,  medicine,  law,  and  people  ini 
general.  Susan  ALDRICH,  PO  Box  99, [ 


MADNESS  NETWORK  NEWS!!! 

When  we  chant  "2, 4, 6, 8,  Smash  the 
psychiatric  state!"  we're  talking  about 
smashing  the  State.  Psychiatry  is  social 
control  as  is  ALL  government  doubletalk; 
no  government  wants  to  criticize  itself 
deeply;  when  you  got  the  power,  you  want 
to  keep  it,  no?  Subscribe  to  this  paper  for 
those  interested  in  "mind  control.  "  $2  for 
6  issues  (2  yrs).  MNN,  Box  884.  Berkeley 
CA  94701. 


We  are  In  dire  need  of  legal 
assistance  here  at  Marlon.  Many  of  us 
have  been  confined  completely  since 
Aug.  6  and  they  are  not  allowing  us 
access  to  the  law  library.  Please,  If  so¬ 
meone  out  there  can  give  us  some 
legal,  write:  James  NEWBERRY. 
180108,  Box  57,  Marlon  OH  43302. 


WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Join  us  for  the  holidays.  We’ll  be 
celebrating  both  Thanksgiving  and 
Christmas  with  delicious  food  and 
good  cheer.  Ski  our  miles  of  x-country 
trails,  ice  skate,  snowshoe  or  enjoy  our 
new  hot  tub.  There’s  plenty  of  downhill 
skiing  and  sleigh  rides  nearby.  Call 
about  our  great  mid-week  winter  dis¬ 
counts  too.  The  Highlands  Inn,  Box 
1 18G,  Bethleham  NH  03574,  (603) 
869-3978.  Grace  +  Judi,  innkeepers.  (24) 

SPINDRIFT  TROPICAL  RESORT 

"Tropically  perfect— Perfectly  tropical" 
(The  Weekly  News,  Miami).  Free 
brochure— Spindrift,  1212  Simonton, 
Key  West,  FL  33040.  (305)  296-3432. 
Helen,  Hostess. _ (43) 

GREENHOPE  FARMS 
All  woman  space  in  the  heart  of  Ver¬ 
mont  ski  country.  X-country  from  our 
door.  Downhill  nearby.  Delicious  veg. 
dinners,  full  breakfast  incl.  (802) 
533-7772.  (23) 


TRADING  POST 

WOMEN’S  BARTER  NETWORK 
Short  on  cash,  but  have  lot’s  you’d  like 
to  trade  for  your  needs?  Women’s 
Barter  Network  is  a  non-profit,  nation¬ 
wide  barter  referral  system  for  women 
and  women;s  organizations/busi 
nesses.  Send  SASE  for  details  to: 
Women’s  Barter  Network,  Box  712, 
Wabash,  Indiana  46992. _ (72) 

TRAVEL  AGENCIES 


FOREX  TRAVEL 


1 482-2900 
78  Arlington  St 
M  Bo«  ton  Path  Plaza 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


Gay  male  seeking  relationship- 
oriented  gay  man.  I  have  sexy  hazel 
eyes,  and  like  musci,  old  movies, 
sports,  romance  ...  I’m  looking  for 
someone  who  will  love  me  as  I  will 
him.  Try  me,  you  may  like  me.  James 
BAYT,  PO  Box  C-18132,  Tamal  CA 
94964. 


Gay  male  to  be  released  on  1/23/86 
and  will  attend  Glenville  State  Coll,  in 
WV.  Would  like  to  get  to  know  GMs, 
Bis,  TVs,  TSs  in  and  around  that  area. 
Tommy  BLANKENSHIP,  48491,  3-M-6, 
818  Jefferson  Ave,  Moundsville  WV 
26041 _ 

Aries,  8”  hard  stiff  flesh,  large  balls, 
thick  creamy  loads,  enough  to  fill 
your  dreams,  among  other  places. 
Send  SASE.  Can’t  write  other 
prisoners.  Kenny  MURPHY,  49046, 
4-M-3,  818  Jefferson  Ave,  Moundsville 
WV  26041. 


ORGANIZATIONS 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar. 
Call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11 
Camb,  MA  02238 _ (?) 


BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT  584 
Castro  St.  SF,  CA  94114. _ (v14.15) 


HETEROSEXISM,  RACISM 

Sexism,  anti-Semitism,  multicultural 
issues  .  Workshops  by  national  con¬ 
sultants  for  your  organization 
(municipal,  professional,  political, 
educational)  or  business.  Contact  Equi¬ 
ty  Institute  in  Amherst,  MA  at 
(413)256-6902.  Co-directors  Carole 
Lanigan  Johnson,  J.D.,  and  Joan  Lester 
Ed.D. _ ^ _ (?) 

N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 
A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD,  PO  Box 
174,  New  York,  NY  10018.  (v.13,  no.22)) 
D.O.B. 

Support  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Cambridge,  Old  Bap  Chr. 
Raps  every  Tues,  Thur  8pm.  Special 
raps  for  35  +  ;parents;  yngr  women; 
baby  bmrs;  singles;  coming  out;  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  participate. _ (?) 


“JOHNNY  DIED  TODAY...” 

14  year  old  Joey  will  blow  out  his 
brains,  Eddie  will  overdose  and  David 
will  slash  his  wrists  in  the  days  to 
come.  All  because  you’re  too  scared  to 
protect  them.  SASE  for  info,  $2  stramps 
64  page  newsletter.  $20  subsc/mbrshp. 
“REALITY  INC.,”  PO  Box  73,  Paramus, 
NJ  07653. _ (?) 

LESBIANS 

Are  you  Lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go? 

Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 


CAM  Tony,  497-8282 


(13/32) 


GOODS 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

GRAND  OPENING 

We’re  back.  Women's  Craft  Market 
opening  celebration  Dec  7;  Hourly  door 
prizes  and  more.  Buy  your  holiday 
goods  from  our  women-made  produces. 
Weekends  Dec  7-22  downstairs  at  186 
Hampshire  St  Cambridge.  Everyone 
Welcomed. _ (22) 

GCN  SPECIALS 

HELP  SPREAD  THE  WORD! 

Do  you  know  of  places  where  people 
could  benefit  by  having  GCN  around? 
Are  you  ever  at  places  and  wonder  why 
we  aren’t  there  too?  Well,  we  need  your 
help  to  get  us  around  town  (and  out  of 
town  too).  So  if  you  have  ideas  where 
GCN  could  be  distributed  and  would 
like  to  help  us  accomplish  that  give 
Brian  a  call  at  426-4469.  It  will  be  much 
appreciated.  Thanks!  (c) 


Gay 
Community 
News 

is  available  on  microfilm 

$30 

per  volume 

Mail  check  or  money 
oraer  to: 

GCN 

167  Tremont  St.,  5th  fl. 
Boston.  MA  02111 


REAL  ESTATE  AGENTS  WANTED 

Lesbian/gay  sales  agents  &  brokers 
needed  for  national  referral/networking 
directory.  For  more  info  call  Lisa 
(617)376-5068  or  write  PO  Box  204, 
Millis  MA  02054, _ (23) 


THEA’S  TAROT  A  DECK 
CELEBRATING  WOMEN 

78  bold  black  and  white  cards  in  an  at¬ 
tractive  marron  box.  Explanations  in¬ 
cluded.  $16.50  postage  paid  Medusa 
Graphics  PO  Box  326  W.  Somerville  MA 
02144.  (26) 


I  need  someone  to  care  for  me 
because  I’m  lonely,  and  not  getting 
out  until  1989.  I  have  a  moustache 
and  am  honest,  believe  it  or  not.  Is 
anyone  interested.  Tarry  L.  DOBSON, 
Box  137,  Tillery  NC  27887 _ 

Would  like  to  correspond  with  anyone 
interested  in  writing  me.  I  am  an  inter¬ 
racial  29  yr  old  with  30  months  and 
don't  have  any  friends  or  family  to 
write.  I  enjoy  reading  letters  and 
writing-sharing  experiences.  Also  I 
like  photos,  music,  cars.  Owen 
BECKETTS,  A-085988,  Box  500, 
Olustee  FL  32072. _ 

Bisexual,  seeking  friends.  Portrait  ar¬ 
tist.  Send  photo  and  I’ll  do  your  por¬ 
trait!  Pat  WELCH,  Box  C-33894, 
Represa  CA  95671 _ 

Will  answer  all.  Please  send  SASE. 
Love  getting  mail.  C.A.  BETTIS, 
45962,  Box  900,  Jefferson  City  MO 
65102. _ 

In  here  they  think  that  all  gay  people 
are  good  for  is  laundry  and  taking 
dick  up  the  ass.  So  I  stay  to  myself.  I 
would  really  appreciate  finding  a  few 
penpals!  I'm  from  Woodstock,  NY, 
and  I  love  to  read  and  take  long  walks 
and  do  art  work.  Charles  DePIERRO, 
82 A  6068,  Box  500,  Elmira  NY  14902 

Taurus,  fun-loving,  caring,  seeking 
older  person  same;  interested  in 
developing  friendship;  not  into  bar 
scene  (!).  Like  reading,  music,  out¬ 
doors.  Arthur  WANNINGER,  Box  A, 
Thomaston  ME  04861, _ 

Sincere,  warm,  intelligent  Capricorn, 
looking  for  any  and  all  who  wish  to 
write  and  kick  it  around.  Love  to  write 
on  the  up  and  up.  Sincere  &  serious 
only.  Photo  will  receive  same.  Jeff 
(Blue)  HENSLEY,  31932,  Box  30  (0-7 
dorm),  Pendleton  IN  46064 _ 

Would  like  to  correspond  with  anyone 
gay.  In  for  nonviolent  crime.  Send 
photo  if  possible.  Can’t  write  to  other 
prisoners.  Gary  TICE,  50011,  3-M-3, 
818  Jefferson  Ave,  Moundsville  WV 
26041 


GCN’s  Circulation  Department  needs 
help  updating  the  paper’s  mailing  list. 
The  volunteer  position  requires  a  com¬ 
mitment  of  a  couple  of  hours  per  week, 
and  a  knowledge  of  or  a  desire  to  learn 
about  data  input.  If  you’re  interested, 
call  Marcos  at  426-4469. _ (c) 

HELP  KEEP  GCN  HOT! 

If  you  have  an  old  spare  space  heater 
that  nobody  needs,  +  you  want  to 
donate  it  to  a  fabulous  cause  (GCN), 
call  Mike  426-4469. _ (c) 

Cassette  recorder  anyone?  GCN 
depends  on  cassette  recorders  for  its 
national  news  (which  we  often  record 
over  the  phone.)  If  you  have  a  working 
one  you’re  not  planning  on  using,  call 
Mike  at  426-4469.  (If  you  have  one  with 
a  transcription  foot  pedal,  we  promise 
to  squeal  and  giggle  and  sigh  and 
whatever  else  you  like.)  Thanks.  (c) 
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Jl  am  just  coming  out  of  the  closet  and 
lam  having  a  hard  time  understanding 
[how  to  be  a  woman  without  knowing 
[from  someone  who  is  familiar  to  this 
[life.  Please  write  to  Ronald  STAF¬ 
FORD  (also  known  as  Stephanie), 
163896,  Box  779,  Marquette  Ml  49855  | 

Energetic  Texan  would  like  to  ex¬ 
change  thoughts,  dreams  and  letters  I 
with  sincere  open  minded  people.  I’m 
imaginative  and  like  being  creative. 
TVs,  TSs  and  Queens  welcome,  but 
not  essential.  Robert  PENNOCK, 
400168  Darr,  Rt  3  Box  59,  Rosharon  | 
TX  77583. _ 

Real  easy  going  gay  may  from  Gatlin- 
burg  TN,  lonely  here  and  would  like  to  I 
write  someone.  I  like  C/W  music, 
swimming,  all  forms  of  sex,  honest  | 
people,  fast  cars  and  together  mind¬ 
ed  TV-TS  gays.  Will  answer  all.  Gary  | 

|  TEAGUE,  Box  137,  Tillery  NC  27887 

ACLU  RIGHTS  OF  PRISONERS 
FREE  to  prisoners 
(while  they  last) 

Send  to:  ACLU,  132  W.  43rd  St.,  New| 
York,  NY  10036 
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December  7 
to 

December  21 

7  Saturday 

Boston  —  Triangle  Theater  presents 
Bloolips,  “Living  Leg-Ends.”  Paramount 
Penthouse,  58-62  Berkeley  St.  8PM. 
$12-20.  Info:  353-0434. 

Boston  —  Mary  Watkins  and  Debbie  Fier  in 
concert.  First  and  Second  Church  of  Boston, 
66  Marlborough  St.  8PM.  $9.  Info: 
547-1378. 

Cambridge  —  Marcia  Deihl,  “Songs  for 
Cambridge.”  Modern  Times  Cafe.  9PM 
$3.  Info:  277-4618. 

Cambridge  —  Craft  Fair.  Rising  Phoenix 
Gallery,  244  Columbia  St.  11AM-5PM. 

Boston  —  Women,  Sexuality  &  Power,  part 
of  the  Women  of  Color  Leading  the  Way 
series.  Roxbury  Community  College,  625 
Huntington  Ave.,  Room  205A.  2PM-6PM. 
Info:  524-7710  or  445-3773. 

Cambridge  —  “Nairobi  Voices,”  presented 
by  the  Women's  Video  Collective. 
Cambridge  YWCA,  7  Temple  St.  8PM.  (Also 
showing  12/15  at  Somewhere  Else,  3PM.) 

Boston  —  Lesbian  Lawyers  Holiday  Party. 
Info:  GLAD,  426-1350. 

Bangor,  ME  —  Before  Stonewall:  The 

Making  of  a  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community. 
Unitarian  Church,  126  Union  St.  7PM.  $3. 
Sponsored  by  the  Bangor  Area  Gay- 
Lesbian-Straight  Coalition. 

Marblehead  —  Marcia  Taylor  in  concert. 
The  Church  of  St.  Andrew,  Rt.  114. 
8:30PM.  Info:  264-3563. 

Cambridge  —  “For  Colored  Girls....” 

Leverett  House  Old  Library,  Harvard  Sq. 
Plays  through  12/14.  Info:  498-2073  or 
498-3152. 

Boston  —  Fundraising  party/dance  for 
Puertorican  Collective  of  Boston.  169 
Mass.  Ave.  9PM.  $5.  All  welcome. 


8  Sunday 

Boston  —  Am  Tikva  Hanukkah  Party.  74 

Joy  St.,  Hill  House.  7-10PM.  $4  members, 
$5  non-members.  Info:  782-8894. 

Boston  —  “Hot  &  Heavy  —  An  Evening  of 
Good  Clean  Sleaze,”  a  fashion  show  by 
women  for  women  to  benefit  Bad  Attitude  & 
Outrageous  Women.  Somewhere  Else,  295 
Franklin  St.  5PM.  $5  suggested  donation. 

Boston  —  Chiltern  Mtn.  Club  bike  ride. 
30-40  miles.  10AM-4PM.  Info:  Bob, 
266-3812. 

Concord,  NH  —  Citizens  Alliance  for  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Rights.  Franklin  Pierce  Law 
Center.  Corner  of  Washington  &  White  Sts. 
2PM.  New  members  encouraged.  Info: 
(603)  529-1762. 

Boston  —  “After  the  Summit,”  a  sermon 
by  Dr.  Mark  Solomon.  The  Community 
Church  of  Boston,  Morse  Auditorium,  602 
Commonwealth  Ave.  11AM. 

Cambridge  —  Black  &  White  Men  Together 
meeting  with  speaker  Siong  huat  Chua  talk¬ 
ing  about  “Beyond  Racism.”  Phillips 
Brooks  House,  Harvard  Yard.  1-5PM. 

Quincy  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Alliance  business 
meeting.  7-9PM.  All  welcome.  Info: 
767-2336  or  328-5567. 

Boston  —  Holiday  Ball  to  benefit  AIDS 
Action  Committee.  Cafe  Amalfi,  Westland 
Ave.  9:30PM.  $7.  lnfo:Somerville/Medford 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance,  625-3172. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Disabled  Lesbians’ 

potluck  and  discussion.  2PM.  Wheelchair 
accessible.  Info:  524-1890. 


Nairobi  Voices,  Dec.  7 


9  monday 

Barnstable  —  Dept,  of  Public  Health  forum 
on  AIDS.  Cape  Cod  Community  College,  Rt. 
132.  7-9PM.  Info:  727-0049. 


Bloolips,  Dec.  7 


10  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  “Coming  Out  Rap.” 

Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  8PM.  $1.  All 
women  welcome.  Info:  661-3633. 

Marblehead  —  North  Shore  Gay/Lesbian 
Alliance  Annual  Holiday  Party.  Rosalie’s 
Restaurant,  18  Sewall  St.  7PM-12  mid¬ 
night.  $3,  $5  non-members.  Info: 
745-3848. 

Cambridge  —  Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Students  open  house.  Phillips 
Brooks  House.  8PM. 


11  Wednesday 

Boston  —  Gay  &  Lesbian  Community 
Networking  Breakfast.  Club  Cafe,  corner  of 
Columbus  &  Berkeley  Sts.  8AM.  Fred 
Mandel  will  talk  about  the  Human  Rights 
Commission. 

Boston  —  Videotape  of  Joan  Martin’s 

lecture  from  the  “Naming,  Claiming, 
Changing”  series.  Cable  Channel  A3. 
8PM. 


12  thursday 

Boston  —  GCA/’s  production  night:  all 

welcome  to  proofread  &  paste-up  pages. 
5-7PM  for  proofreading,  8PM-midnight  for 
paste-up.  167  Tremont  St.,  near  Park  & 
Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Boston  —  AIDS  Law  Forum  sponsored  by 
Mass.  Lesbian  &  Gay  Bar  Assn.  Hill  House, 
74  Joy  St.  6:30PM. 

Cambridge  —  Ann  Magnuson,  performance: 
Occupational  Hazards,  the  minimum  wages 
of  sin.”  Brattle  Theater.  7:30PM.  $10,  $8. 
students  &  seniors. 

Arlington  —  Women’s  Spirituality  group 
regular  meeting.  Info:  Donna,  868-0117. 


Boston  —  “Gay  Boston,”  a  monthly  TV 
magazine.  Cable  channel  A3.  8PM. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbians  Choosing  Children 

Network.  Topic:  childbirth  options. 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  Info: 
522-2180  or  868-6922. 

Amherst  —  AIDS  activist  David  Summers: 
“Speaking  for  Our  Lives.”  U/Mass.  Cam¬ 
pus  Center,  rm.  101.  7PM.  Info:  (413) 
545-4824. 

13  friday 

Boston  —  GCA/’s  volunteer  night:  all 

welcome  to  help  mail  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments,  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.,  near 
Park  &  Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 


14  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  “The  Ideal  Relationship,” 
lesbian  singles  discussion.  Daughters  of 
Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church.  8PM.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  —  Jewish  Women’s  Discussion 
Group  and  Am  Tikva  Hanukkah.  Church  of 
the  Covenant,  Newbury  &  Berkeley  Sts. 
8PM.  $5.  Bring  menorahs  and  candles.  For 
Jewish  lesbians  and  their  women  friends. 

Cambridge  —  Red  Hearts  monthly  potluck 
dinner  for  leftward-leaning  gay  men. 

7-9PM.  Info:  Clay,  547-5166. 

Boston  —  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus: 

“Strike  the  Harp  &  Join  the  Chorus.”  Jor¬ 
dan  Hall,  N.E.  Conservatory.  8PM.  Sign  in¬ 
terpreted.  $6-10.  Info:  536-2412. 


15  Sunday 

Cambridge  —  Jay  Goldspinner:  “Stories 
for  Everyday  Use.”  Rising  Phoenix  Gallery, 
244  Columbia  St.  (off  Hampshire  St.)  3PM. 
$5.  Info:  492-7522  or  1-799-4671. 

Brookline  —  Brookline/Brighton/Allston 
lesbians  potluck  dinner.  6PM.  Info: 
566-1873. 

Watertown  —  Gays  &  Lesbians  of  Water- 
town  monthly  meeting.  7PM.  Info: 
926-5371  or  write,  GLOW,  PO  Box  373, 
Newtowne  Branch,  Boston,  MA  02258. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors 
of  J.P.  holiday  potluck.  First  Church  Hall, 
Eliot  &  Centre  Sts.  3:30-7PM.  Info: 
522-6090  or  522-3894. 

Boston  —  “Nairobi  Voices,”  videotapes 
from  the  U.N.  Women's  Conference. 
Somewhere  Else,  295  Franklin  St.  3PM. 
Info:  623-5283. 


16  monday 

Somerville  —  Support  group  for  battered 
lesbians.  Open  only  to  lesbians  who  have 
been  or  are  being  abused.  Weekly,  free. 
Child-care  available.  Info:  Respond,  Inc., 
623-5900. 

19  thursday 

Dorchester  —  GALA  monthly  meeting.  Cod- 
man  Square  Library,  690  Washington  St. 
7PM.  Info:  288-9155  or  288-4367. 


20  friday 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  reading  group 
discusses  The  Ladies  by  Doris  Grumbach. 
Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  8PM.  $1.  Info: 
661-3633. 

Boston  —  Am  Tikva  Shabbat  Service  and 

Oneg.  Hill  House,  74  Joy  St.  Info: 
782-8894. 


21  Saturday 

Boston  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis  Holiday 
Party/Potluck.  156  Warren  Ave.  7:30PM. 
All  women  welcome.  Info:  661-3633. 


note  this! 

Sheer  Madness.  By  Margarethe  von 
Trotta.  With  Hanna  Schygulla  and  Angela 
Winkler.  At  the  Coolidge  Corner  Movie 
House,  Brookline. 

Sheer  Madness,  Magarethe  von 
Trotta’s  latest  film,  is  a  beautifully 
done  portrayal  of  the  relationship  that 
develops  between  two  very  different 
women.  Ruth  (Angela  Winkler)  is  pain¬ 
fully  shy  and  dependent  on  her  hus¬ 
band,  Franz.  She  spends  her  time  alone 
painting  black  and  white  copies  of  old 
paintings.  While  on  vacation  with 
Franz,  she  meets  Olga  (Hanna 
Schygulla),  an  independent,  self- 
assured  college  professor,  who  travels 
with  her  ex-husband  but  lives  with 
another  man.  Writer  and  director  von 
Trotta  says  the  film  is  not  about  a  les¬ 
bian  relationship,  yet  while  the  attrac¬ 
tion  between  the  two  women  does  not 
veer  into  the  sexual,  it  is  so  immediate 
and  intense,  it  is  almost  supernatural. 

There  is  an  air  of  mystery  throughout 
the  film.  How  close  is  Ruth  to  the  edge? 
If  not  for  Franz,  she  might  be  in  a  men¬ 
tal  hospital,  but  isn’t  that  where  she  is 
in  the  beginning?  Does  Franz  really 
know  what’s  best  for  Ruth,  or  is  he  ac¬ 
ting  out  of  his  own  selfish  motivations? 
Olga  can’t  believe  it  when  Ruth  tells  her 
Franz  is  dependent  on  her  dependency. 
"But  that  would  mean  he  wants  you 
unhappy.” 

Franz  encourages  the  friendship 
with  Olga,  but  when  he  sees  that  it  is 
deep  and  genuine,  it  becomes  a  threat 
to  his  marriage.  When  Olga  arranges  to 
have  some  of  Ruth’s  paintings  ex¬ 
hibited,  Franz  can’t  deal  with  the 
possibility  that  his  wife  might  out¬ 
grow  him.  Olga  is  not  attracted  or  put 
off  by  Ruth’s  madness;  she  can  see 
past  it  to  what  Ruth  might  be.  Franz  can 
only  see  her  as  she  was.  Once  he  was 
the  one  who  "saved”  her;  now  he  is  the 
one  who  holds  her  back. 

The  scenes  with  the  two  women 
growing  closer  together  are  a  pleasure 
to  watch.  Angela  Winkler  is  wonderful 
as  Ruth.  Alternately  spooky  and  play¬ 
ful,  she  moves  stiffly  like  an  obedient 
child.  When  they  meet  for  the  second 
time,  Ruth  plays  a  trick  on  Olga  to 
throw  her  off  balance.  Olga  says,  “I 
must  have  looked  stupid.”  “No,”  says 
Ruth,  “helpless.”  Ruth  wants  them  to 
be  on  equal  footing  and  Olga  responds 
by  treating  her  as  a  friend  and  colleage. 
Near  the  end  of  the  film  the  two  go 
away  together  to  Cairo  to  give  a 
seminar  on  feminist  literature.  With 
Olga,  Ruth  is  transformed;  she  can  be  a 
teacher,  she  can  do  things. 

Sheer  Madness  gives  us  two 
developed  women  characters,  and  it 
fills  in  the  other  people  in  their  lives  as 
well.  Von  Trotta  is  aware  of  how  rela¬ 
tionships  affect  and  mold  people,  as 
much  or  more  so  than  their  work  or  pro¬ 
fession.  While  the  men  in  these 
women’s  lives  are  not  cardboard  male 
chauvinists,  they  are  pompous  and 
self-absorbed,  not  very  sympathetic. 
It’s  hard  to  understand  how  Olga  puts 
up  with  her  ex-husband,  for  example,  or 
why  she  listens  to  Franz.  Even  though 
they  are  so  differnet,  there  is  an  equali¬ 
ty  and  sharing  between  the  two  women 
that  is  absent  in  their  relationships 
with  the  men  in  their  lives.  Olga  offers 
Ruth  friendship  and  assistance,  but 
she  does  not  presume  to  be  her  savior. 

Because  of  some  ambiguities  and 
twists  in  the  plot,  I  won’t  disclose  any 
more  about  the  film  for  those  who 
haven’t  yet  seen  it.  If  you  haven’t,  you’re 
missing  something.  Von  Trotta,  who 
also  gave  us  Marianne  and  Julianne,  is 
not  only  a  feminist  who  makes  films 
about  politics  and  human  relation¬ 
ships;  she’s  one  of  the  best  filmmakers 
around. 

—  Monica  Hileman 

The  GCN  weekly  calendar  includes  events  in  me 
Boston  area  of  interest  to  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community.  We  try  not  to  leave  anything  out  but 
remember,  we  depend  on  you  to  keep  us  informed. 

The  deadline  is  Friday  noon  tor  the  following 
issue.  Just  send  the  information  to  GCN  Calendar, 
167  Tremont  Street,  Fifth  Floor,  Boston.  MA  02111. 


Calendar  compiled  by  Miranda  Kolbe 
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